Protest strike hits Karachi 

KARACHI (AP) — Pans of Pakistan's largest city were brought to a 
standstill by a general strike on Sunday. At least IS people were shot in 
dashes with police during protests against the imprisoning of city 
counallors. Hundreds of shops, businesses, schools and government 
^ cre hil ^ *6 sfoke 10 omtest the arrest last week of Mayor 
Abdul Satiar Afghani and 98 memoers o£ the council. Public transport 
came to a halt in some arear. ■’■hmr'.'.d: of people stayed away from 
work and school. But the strike attempt appeared to fall short of its aim 
of hnposinga complete shutdown of the city, with a population of seven 
miutoo. Trains, the docks, major industries and outlying parts of the city 
were barely affected. Protesters dashed repeatedly with police in some 
of Karachi's central districts. Gangs of protesters pelted passing vehicles 
with rocks, set fire to tyres in the streets and blocked reads with 
barricades. Riot police fired tear gas to disperse the protesters. launched 
baton charges and opened fire with shotguns on several occasions, 
according to eyewitnesses. Hospital officials, speaking on condition they 
not be identified further, said IS people were hurt. 



Kuwaitis lend $150m to Soviets 

KUWAIT (AP) — A consortium of nine Kuwaiti banks and 
financial institutions Sunday extended a $150 million syndicated 
loan to the Soviet Union, setting the stage for channelling 
Kuwaiti investments to Eastern Europe, Tlie agreement was 
signed by Abdullah Al Gabandi, chairman of the Kuwait 
Foreign Trading, Contracting and Investment Co., which will 
manage the loan, and by Vladimir Drovossekov, deputy 
chairman of the Soviet Foreign Trade Bank. The loan, the first 
made to the Soviet Union by Kuwaiti banks, heralds an era of 
wide-scale financial cooperation between the oil-producer and 
the Soviets, financial analysts said. It came on the heels of a 
trade agreement between the two countries. Mr. Drovossekov 
described Sunday's accord as “a new milestone along the path of 
economic cooperation between the Soviet Union and Kuwait." 
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King visits 
Prime Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein visited the Prime 
Ministry on Sunday and met with 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. The 
King passed directives to the 
prime minister during the 
meeting. 

Rifai meets envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai met at his 
office Sunday evening with 
Bahrain's newly-appointed 
ambassador to Jordan, Mr. Ibra- 
him Ali Ibrahim. Later he met 
separately with Pakistani Ambas- 
sador Saghir Hussein Syed. 
Romanian Ambassador Teodor 
Cuman, Kuwaiti Ambassador 
Ibrahim Al Baho and also Chief 
Islamic Justice Sheikh Moham- 
mad Mheilan. 

Israel jails 
8 Arabs 

TEL AVIV (R) — Four Arabs 
convicted of planning to attack 
the Israeli defence ministry in Tel 
Aviv were sentenced by a military 
court on Sunday to prison terms 
of between 12 and 20 years. Four 
others found guilty of belonging 
to the Fateh wing of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
were jailed for seven years. The 
eight were captured when Israeli 
gunboats sank a ship carrying 
suspected Palestinian comman- 
dos off the Israeli coast in April 
1985. Twenty other men were 
believed drowned. 

Spanish and Saudi 
defence chiefs meet 

RIYADH (AP) — Spanish De- 
fence Minister M arris Serra and 
Saudi Arabian Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan discussed military 
cooperation between their two 
countries in an official round -of 
talks here Sunday. Sources dis- 
closed that among the topics 
raised was an offer by Madrid to 
supply armoured personnel car- 
riers and armoured vehicles to 
the kingdom, and that Saudi Ara- 
bia would study the offer. 

Irish premier 
assails Israel 
over Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (R) — Irish Prime 
Minister Garret Fitzgerald ac- 
cused Israel on Sunday of hinder- 
ing U.N. peace-keeping efforts in 
southern Lebanon. In an inter- 
view with an Israeli newspaper be 
said: “What worries me very 
much is the Israeli refusal to 
allow the peace-keeping force to 
carry out its security activities in 
the area under the mandate 
granted it.” 

Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood quits 
election partnership 

CAIRO (R) — The Muslim 
Brotherhood, which won seven 
seats in Egypt's parliament by 
running on the Wafd party ticket 
in 1984, said Sunday it was break- 
ing with its election partner, the 
national Middle East News Agen- 
cy said. The announcement was 
made by Seiful-Islam Hassan Al 
Banna who said the brotherhood 
would be running in April's 
general elections on a joint ticket 
with three other opposition 
groups. The Muslim Brotherhood 
circumvented a 30-year-old ban 
on its activities by allying itself 
with the right-wing Wafd, which 
won 57 of the 448 seats in the 
People’s Assembly (parliament) 
in 1984. 
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Israeli troops shoot and 
wound 8 Gaza protesters 

7 soldiers injured in West Bank protests 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — Eight 
Palestinians were shot and wounded by 
Israeli soldiers and seven Israeli troopers 
were injured in stone-throwing as protests 
continued in the Israeli-occupied territories 
for the seventh day against the siege by 
militiam en of Palestinian refugee camps in 


Lebanon. 

The Palestine Press Service, 
which monitors events in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, said eight Palestinians were 
wounded, one of them seriously, 
when Israeli soldiers opened fire 
on demonstrators in Gaza City. 

An eyewitness quoted by AP 
said the clash in Gaza began 
when students from the Jaffa 
Secondary School marched down 
the city's main street. Omar Al 
Mukhtar. 

He said troops stopped one 
protester and confiscated his 
identity card, and then “the 
crowd started screaming and 
pushing and the soldiers opened 
fire. It was like a battle." He 
asked not to be named. 

The witness, as well as the 
press service, said five of the 
injured were admitted to Ahli 
Hospital in Gaza City. Two 
others were at the city’s Sbifa 
Hospital, and another was moved 
to an Israeli hospital in serious 
condition with 'abdominal 
wounds. 


The press service identified the 
wounded as: Mohammad Abu 
Riab, 18, in serious condition; 
Osama Abu Rikba, 19, shot in 
the back and suffering moderate 
wounds; Mohammad Ibrahim Al 
Musa bar, 35, shot in the arm and 
suffering slight wounds; Hitam 
Abdul Kader Badwan, 17, suffer- 
ing leg wounds; Ziyad Abdul 
Kader Mish Hazawi, 18, shot in 
left leg; Walid Abed Rabi Al 
Khalil, 17, grazed by a bullet in 
the head; Saleh Mohammad 
Saleh Al Kafah, 16, shot in left 
foot; and Hani Yousef Al 
Meziyan, 18, shot in left leg. 

Palestinians also demonstrated 
at several towns and refugee 
camps in Gaza, shouting slogans 
in support of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation and against the 
Shi’ite Ama 1 movement wbicb 
has been laying siege to the 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon for 
80 days. 

In Nablus, the largest city of 
the occupied West Bank, soldiers ' 
detained 15 students at the Kadri 


high school after they threw 
stones at troops. Eyewitnesses 
told AP the soldiers fired tear gas 
to disperse the stone-throwers, 
but the youths wrapped the can- 
nisters in wet towels and hurled 
them back at the soldiers. 

AP photographer Max Nash 
saw troops bring 15 Palestinian 
boys out of the school and order 
them to lie on the ground with 
their hands behind their necks. 
They were then loaded onto a 
truck and taken away. One boy 
who resisted was picked up by 
troops and thrown into the 
vehicle. 

A television crew which disre- 
garded orders against taking 
photographs was detained by sol- 
diers but later released. 

Troops also fired tear-gas to 
disperse a demonstration in Nab- 
lus by high school girls and 
another by students in the town 
of Al Bireh, the press service and 
witnesses said. 

At Hebron University, one of 
four large Palestinian universities 
in the West Bank, troops sealed 
off the road leading to the cam- 
pus and shut down the school for 
the day following student protests 
there on Saturday, the press ser- 
vice said. 

Earlier Sunday, an explosion 
occurred near a major Israeli hos- 
pital in what police described as 
an attempted car bombing. 

A police spokeswoman said 
there were no Israeli casualties in 
the explosion, which occurred in 
a car near the Meir Hospital in 
the town of Kfar Saba at 6:10 


a.m. 

Kfar Saba is about 20 
kilometres northeast of Tel Aviv, 
adjacent to the occupied West 
Bank. 

“It was an apparent attempt at 
a car bombing," said spokes- 
woman Orit Daka. She said no 
further details were available. 

AP said its dispatch over the 
incident was censored by the 
Israeli military censor. 

Seven Israeli soldiers were in- 
jured when protesters stoned an 
army bus near the KaJandia re- 
fugee camp north of Jerusalem, 
an Israeli spokesman said. Sol- 
diers arrested several - Palesti- 
nians. sources quoted by Reuter 
said. 

In Ramallab. an army officer 
was hit in the face by stones, the 
sources said. 

A tourist in Nablus was cut by 
glass when the windscreen of a 
bus in which she was travelling 
was smashed by stones, the 
sources added. 

None of the injuries was se- 
rious. 

In Gaza, a fire bomb, was 
thrown at an Israeli bus outride 
the police station but it caused no 
damage. 

Unrest against Israel’s 19-year 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has flared in the last 
few weeks among Palestinians 
protesting at increased harass- 
ment by Israeli troops. 

Last week, 10 Palestinians 
were wounded by Israeli troops in 
anti-Israeli protests at a universi- 
ty and refugee camp near Nablus. 


Emergency aid fails to alleviate 
plight of Beirut camp residents 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — : The 
plight of Palestinian- refugees in 
Beirut's Bouij Al Barajneh camp 
remained bleak on Sunday de- 
spite emergency supplies of flour 
and milk powder which reached 
the shanty town early Saturday 
under the supervirion of Iranian 
and Syrian officials. 

The Shi’ice Amal movement, 
whose militiamen have been be- 
sieging the camp for the past 15 
weeks, has allowed scores of 
wounded or sick women and chil- 
dren to leave the camp. 

Pauline Cutting, a 35-year-old 
British surgeon who has been 
working at die camp’s Haifa Hos- 
pital, said Saturday refugees still 
inside the camp were beginning 
to (fie “directly or indirectly be- 
cause of malnutrition.” 

“People are facing starvation," 
she said. “They are already com- 
ing to the hospital with dizziness, 
falling down, sick, with 
headaches, malaise — the begin- 
ning of starvation.” 

“It takes a long time for people 


10,000 refugees leave Rashidiyeh 
with tales of hunger and fatigue 


Iraqi jets 
raid Tehran 
and 11 
other cities 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Sunday its waiplanes raided 
Tehran and 11 other towns and 
cities to make Iran's leaders under- 
stand “that insistence on war 
means more destruction for 
Iran.” 

A high command communique 
said that Iraqi warplanes carried 
out destructive raids on Tehran 
and the holy dry of Qom at 11 
p.m. Saturday night. 

Iraqi aircraft have raided 
Tehran 10 times during the past 
four days and Qom more than 25 
times since Iran launched its 
cross-border offensive on south- 
ern Iraq on Jan. 9. 

Sunday's communique said Ira- 
qi jets raided the western town of 
Aiwan, 40 kilometres east of the 
border town of Sumar. for the 
first time. 

Other towns raided were Khor- 
ramabad and Kuhdasht in the 
west, and Sbabpur in the north- 
west near the Turkish border, it 
said. 

Iraqi jets also raided the towns 
of Jwara, Doroud and Qudarez. 
the communique said.- 

A later communique said war- 
planes also raided the Iranian 
towns of Tabriz, Dezful and Pof-e 
Dokhtar. 

The Iraqi jets flew 105 sorties 
on Sunday and one aircraft was 
lost, the second in the past 24 
hours and the 1 4th since Jan. 9. 

Two people were killed and 19 
others wounded in Basra by Ira- 
nian artillery shelling, the com- 
munique added. 

Iraqi warplanes have flown ab- 
out 200 sorties against more than 
35 Iranian towns and cities in the 
past month as part of Iraq ’s policy 
to use its air force superiority to 
bring Iran to the negotiation 
table. 

The vice-chairman of Iraq’s 
ruling Revolutionary Command 
Council, Izzat Ibrahim, said 
Saturday: “Iraqi air raids will be 
stepped up in the forthcoming 
period to cover all Iranian terri- 
tory unless Iran listens to Iraq’s 
appeal for peace.” 

The Iranian news agency 
(IRNA) said an Iraqi war plane 
was shot down Sunday by Islamic 
guardsmen over the central Ira- 
nian city of Isfahan. 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — At least 
10,000 Palestinian refugees, 
many gaunt from hunger, 
streamed from South Lebanon's 
Rashidiyeh camp early Sunday 
when Shi’ite Amal militiamen 
lifted their siege for the first time 
in 17 weeks, police said. 

They said the exodus began at 
dawn after the Shi'ite Amal mili- 
tia announced the partial lifting 
of the siege, saying the refugees 
could leave the camp for five 
hours a day to buy food and seek 
medical attention. 

Refugees thronged this city 
port, shopping for food and meet- 
ing friends and relatives they had 
not seen throughout the four- 
month “camps war.” 

Some left for other refugee 
camps in die area. “I will not 
return (to Rashidiyeh) because 
the situation there is intolerable,” 
said 40-year-old Aliya Al 
Ahmad. 

Amal has apparently re- 
sponded to mounting internation- 
al pressure to end its siege of 
Palestinian camps in which about 
800 people have been killed since 
Sept. 30 


to starve to death, but I think it 
will begin very soon, within a 
week, I would say.” 

Dr. Cutting was quoted Sunday 
as saying six people died and she 
amputated the legs of seven 
others gunned down when they 
rushed to meet U.N. food trucks 
trying to get into Bouij Al Bara- 
jneh. 

Dr. Cutting was quoted by the 
London Sunday Tunes as saying 
that a total of 24 people were 
wounded in the bombardment 
last Friday by Amal gunmen be- 
sieging the camp who blocked the 
United Nations tracks. 

“Friday was a horrible day,” 
the newspaper quoted Dr. Cut- 
ting as saying in a radio telephone 
interview from the camp. 

“The people were so desperate 
for food that when they heard the 
trucks coming they rushed out to 
meet them. 

“But instead the camp was 
bombed. We had to amputate 14 
legs — seven people lost both 
their legs — because of the bom- 


The loosening of the siege fol- 
lowed Amal's reoccupation of 
positions at the southern village of 
Maghdousheh, located on a 
strategic hilltop dominating the 
country's coastal road and seized 
by Palestinians in a frontal assault 
last November. 

U.N officials say 10,000 
Palestinians are registered as re- 
fugees in Rashidiyeh, but unoffi- 
cial estimates put the figure at 
more than twice that number. 

Palestinian children leaving the 
camp on Sunday wept with hun- 
ger and fatigue. 

“I don’t want to play,'* sniffed 
seven-year-old Bassam, tears fill- 
ing his eyes. “I’m hungry. All we 
had was grass to eat in the camp." 

Mohammad Nassar, 15, de- 
scribed the plight of fellow re- 
fugees in Beirut's Bouij Al Bara- 
jneh camp. 

“I was hungry and I saw some 
people eating a dog. I didn't like 
the idea but I didn’t have much 
choice,” he said. “We boiled it, 
threw the water away and then 
cooked the animal over an open 
fire. It tasted pretty sour, but...” 

Amal allowed starving and 


bardment when the trucks were 
due to come into the camp. Six 
people were killed and 24 others 
were wounded. We had to do 12 
major operations that day.” 

Dr. Cutting reiterated warn- 
ings that unless substantial relief 
supplies reach the camp within a 
week many of the refugees face 
starvation. 

“I’ve eaten dogs,” said Dr. 
Cutting. “In the past week, peo- 
ple have been so hungry that 
many have been eating cats and 
dogs-” 

“We appeal to international 
organisations and to the United 
Nations to intervene to prevent 
these people dying of starvation,” 
she said. 

In South Lebanon, police said 
a convoy of two trades and an 
ambulance entered the besieged 
Rashidiyeh camp on Sunday with 
15 tonnes of flour, food and 
(Continued on page 3) 

UNRWA supplies stolen in Beirut, 
page 2 


badly injured Palestinians to 
leave Bouij Al Barajneh after 
allowing flour and milk powder to 
enter the shantytown on Saturday 
under the supervision of Iranian 
and Syrian officials. 

In a Druze-controlled area of 
Beirut, 19-year-old Zeina Abdul 
Moghrabi lay in a hospital bed. 
clutching a worn picture of her 
Palestinian fiance. 

“A bullet hit me in the sto- 
mach,” she said. “But for the 
need for surgery, I would not 
have left the camp.” 
Twenty-two-year-old Kamela 
Abdul Al said she was struck by a 
sniper's bullet while drawing wa- 
ter from a well to take back to her 
underground bunker in Bourj Al 
Barajneh. 

“I was able to get only one of 
my three small daughters out of 
the camp,” she said. “The other 
two are still there.” 

Omeiraa, aged six. mumbled 
grumpily as she was woken by her 
older brother, saying she wanted 
to go “home.” Rubbing her green 
eyes and tugging her curly hair, 
she said: “You know, mama died 
last, month.” 


Prince Hassan calls for link between 
education and needs of community 


IRBID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Sunday urged Jordanian educa- 
tionalists to link education in the 
Kingdom with the actual needs of 
the community, and stressed the 
importance of deepening the 
young generation’s sense of be- 
longing to their country and na- 
tion. 

Prince Hassan, addressing a 
meeting of educationalists 
attended by Minister of Educa- 
tion Thouqan Hindawi and heads 
of departments of education in 
Irbid Govemorate. said that 
education should have an objec- 
tive and should serve the com- 
munity's needs. 

Prince Hassan conveyed to the 
educationalists and the teachers 
and other officials of the depart- 
ment of education in Irbid’s Gov- 
emorate His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's greetings and his apprecia- 
tion of their efforts in bringing up 
the young generation. 

Prince Hassan said that educa- 
tionalists should lend their atten- 
tion to the process of developing 
education and proper manage- 
ment of the process of developing 
the society and its young genera- 
tion. 


Tie responsibility of educating 
the young generation lies with the 
universities and the schools but 
there is need for the educational- 
ists to help the young generation 
to become creative through con- 
tinued developing and enlighten- 
ing their minds and intellects, he 
said. 

Prince Hassan paid tribute to 
the Ministry of Education for its 
efforts and drive to enhance the 
meaning of values of society and 
its endeavour to link education 
and training with the needs of the 
community. 

He promised to hold similar 
meetings with various groups of 
educationalists at schools and 
other educational institutions. 

Addressing the meeting was 
also Education Minister Hindawi. 
He outlined the educational pro- 
cess in the Kingdom over the 
years. At present, he said, one 
third of the population are stu- 
dents at school or community 
colleges and universities and 
many of the graduates have been 
contributing towards building 
other Arab countries. 

Despite the great achievements 
realised in the field of education, 
a great deal remains to be done. 


and many aspirations remain to 
be fulfilled, the minister said. 

For catching up with other na- 
tions, Jordan has to absorb and 
employ modern technology and 
the Ministry of Education has a 
major role to play in rhis respect, 
the minister added. 

At the outset of his tour of 
Irbid, Prince Hassan held a meet- 
ing with Governor Mohammad 
Ali Al Amin, who briefed him on 
the general conditions in Irbid 
region and projects being im- 
plemented within the 1986-1990 
Five-Year National Development 
Plan. 

Prince Hassan later visited the 
Department of Education and 
was briefed on education prog- 
rammes in schools. Later he cal- 
led at the Prince Hassan Secon- 
dary School for Boys and I bn 
Tamimieh Preparatory School for 
Girls and met with teachers and 
students and inspected their clas- 
ses and laboratories. 

He was accompanied on the 
tour by the governor, and the 
minister of education and heads 
of local departments as well as 
Irbid Mayor Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat and education officials. 


Kidnapped politician freed; Junblat t 
renews appeal for Waite’s release 


BEIRUT (AP) — Pro-Syrian 
Christian politician Jean Obeid, 
kidnapped in west Beirut four 
days ago was freed on Sunday 
and Draze leader Walid Junblatt 
appealed anew for the return of 
missing Anglican church hostage 
negotiator Teny Waite. 

Police said Mr. Obeid. who has 
often been mentioned .as a leftist- 
supported presidential candidate 
when President Amin Gemayel’s 
term expires in September next 
year, was freed at 2:15 p.m. near 
the seaside Beaurivage Hotel. 

The hotel is dose to the head- 
quarters of Syrian military obser- 
vers sent to west Beirut last sum- 
mer to restore order after more 
than two years of factional fight- 
ing. kidnappings and killings. 

Mr. Obeid was freed as gunbat- 
tles between Shi’ite Muslim Amal 
militiamen and fighters of Leba- 
non's Communist Party raged in 
nearby streets. Police said seven 
people were wounded in the 
dashes between the rival militias. 

Mr. Obeid, 55, a former advis- 

London 
reportedly 
upgrades 
contacts 
with Syria 

LONDON (R) — The Observer 
newspaper said Sunday Britain 
was upgrading diplomatic con- 
tacts with Syria in an attempt to 
improve the atmosphere and help 
kidnapped Anglican church en- 
voy Terry Waite’s chances of 
being freed by his captors in 
Lebanon. 

Britain broke off diplomatic 
relations with Syria last year after 
Syrian agents were implicated in 
an attempt to plant a bomb 
aboard an Israeli jet at London's 
Heathrow airport. 

Syria maintains an interests 
section, with three diplomats, in 
the Lebanese embassy in Lon- 
don, while British interests are 
served by the Australian embassy 
in Damascus. 

The Observer said the Syrians 
were anxious to “rehabilitate” 
themselves and wanted to bring 
in a more senior man to its 
interests section here. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said there bad been no contact 
with Syria and said he knew of no 
planned personnel changes. 

The Observer said it under- 
stood both Syria and Iran were 
negotiating with the Islamic fun- 
damentalist group thought to be 
holding Mr. Waite. 

Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel was due to meet British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe Sunday night. 

Mr. Gemayel, on a four-day 
private visit to Britain, will have 
talks with British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher on Monday. 


er to Mr. Gemayel, was abducted 
from his chauffeur-driven 
limousine in west Beirut Thurs- 
day as he was driving to meet 
with Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami. 

Mr. Junblatt. a close friend of 
Mr. Obeid's, addressed his 
appeal for Mr. Waite's release to 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
(Party of God), ihe most militant 
Shi’ite Muslim faction in 
Lebanon. 

Beirut newspapers said Mr. 
Junblatt's plea was made in a 
statement to reporters Saturday 
at his ancestral palace in the 
Shouf mountains southeast of 
Beirut. 

He spoke after British Ambassa- 
dor John Gray delivered a mes- 
sage to him from Britain’s foreign 
secretary. Sir Geoffrey Howe. 
Contents of the message were not 
disclosed. 

Mr. Junblatt. publicly hinting 
for the first time that Mr. Waite, 
47, may be held by Hizbollah. 
said: “W’re still in touch with 


Hizbollah, and we hope they re- 
spond to us and release Waite if 
he is held by them.'* 

Mr. Waite, personal emissary 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Most. Rev. Robert Runcie, 
dropped from sight when he left 
his hotel in west Beirut Jan. 20, 
apparently to meet the kidnap- 
pers of Americans -Terry- Ander- 
son and Thomas Sutherland. 

They are held by Islamic Jihad, 
a pro-Iranian faction that has 
demanded the release of 17 com- 
rades jailed in. Kuwait for bomb- 
ing the U.S. and French embas- 
sies there in December 1983. 

Mr. Junblatt's Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) militia was 
responsible for Mr. Waite’s 
security before his disappearance 
and Mr. Junblatt has offered him- 
self as a hostage to take Mr. 
Waite’s place if he is being held 
against his will. 

Hizbollah has rejected claims 
by Western intelligence sources 
that it was involved in Mr. 
Waite's disappearance. 


U.S. said to grant Israel 
status of non-NATO ally 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
who was due to leave Sunday 
night for an official visit to the 
United States, said Washington 
had granted Israel the official 
status of a non-NATO ally. 

"This declaration has great im- 
portance. Israel is considered an 
official ally for the first time,” he 
told Israel Radio. 

The Ha'aretz newspaper said 
Israel's status would allow its 
military industries to tender for 
U.S. projects worth from $200 to 
$300 million a year. 

Mr. Shamir's announcement 
appeared aimed at stressing the 
close relationship between Israel 
and the United States at a time 
when their ties have been clouded 
by Israeli involvement in the sale 
of American arms to Iran. 

Asked if he feared tough ques- 
tioning during his 10-day visit to 
the United States, Mr. Shamir 
said: “1 have no fears. Israel has 
nothing to be embarrassed 
about.” 

Mr. Shamir is due to meet the 
Foreign Affairs Committees of 
the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, which are expected to 
question him closely about 
Israel’s role in what has become 
President Reagan's worst crisis. 

A Senate report has already 
blamed Israel for conceiving the 
idea of selling arms to Iran. Israel 
says it acted only at Washington's 
request and knew nothing about 
the diversion of profits to the 
U.S.-backed “contra" Nicara- 
guan rebels. 

Although Mr. Reagan and 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
are expected to try to smooth Mr. 
Shamir’s ruffled feathers on that 
score, some tough talking is ex- 
pected. 

The U.S. officials said that at 
the top of the American agenda 


would be how to get the stalled 
Middle East peace process mov- 
ing again. But Mr. Shamir 
appears to have shot down a main 
U.S. probe well before landing 
here on Tuesday. 

U.S. officials told Reuters they 
wanted to explore with Mr. Sha- 
mir the possibility of an interna- 
tional conference that might lead 
to direct Arab-Israeli peace talks . 

“To go to an international con- 
ference would be madness," Mr. 
Shamir told Israeli reporters be- 
fore leaving home. 

Mr. Shamir said he would 
propose an alternative confer- 
ence consisting of Israel, Egypt, 
Jordan, the United States and 
possibly Morocco. 

Mr. Shamir's main rival. Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres of the 
Labour Party, Likud's main part- 
ner in the government, supports 
an international conference as a 
way of involving the Arabs in 
peace negotiations. 

Interviewed on Israel televi- 
sion, the right-wing Likud leader 
said: “I will tell the Americans 
there is a division of opinions of 
this issue, that there is no govern- 
ment decision on Israeli parti- 
cipation in an international con- 
ference." 

He said his opinion was shared 
by many people in Israel. 

Asked if he would try to talk 
U.S. leaders out of the idea of an 
international conference, Mr. 
Shamir replied: “It seems to me 
that I do not have to make a 
special effort for this." 

U.S. officials said another 
effort would be made to ease 
Israeli opposition to sales of 
sophisticated U.S. weapons to 
Arab states. They said these were 
especially important now with a 
drop in American credibility in 
the Arab World resulting from 
.the Iran arms sales. 
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Pollard helped Israel 
in bombing PLO base 
in Tunis, report says 

Convicted spy also provided secret data on 
Syrian, Iraqi and Pakistani programmes 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Jonathan Pollard, a U.S. 
intelligence analyst convicted of spying for Israel, 
provided key data that helped Israel’s air force 
evade detection and bomb the Tunis headquarters 
of the PLO, a newspaper reported Sunday. 


According to an investigative 
report which appeared simul- 
taneously in the Jerusalem Post 
and the Washington Post. Pollard 
was a master spy who passed on 
very important information and 
not a small-time agent with li- 
mited access to U.S. secrets. 

He also handed over: 

— Maps and satellite pictures of 
Iraqi and Syrian weapons factor- 
ies and storage facilities, includ- 
ing the layout of eight Iraqi che- 
mical factories. 

— Information 3bout Soviet ship 
movements and arms deliveries 
to Syria and other Arab states, 
including information on SS-21 
ground-to-ground missiles and 
SA-5 anti-aircraft missiles. 

— A satellite photo of Pakistan's 
nuclear facility outside Islamabad 
and an alleged Pakistani prog- 
ramme ro build atomic bombs. 

The U.S. government, citing 
reasons of national security, has 
refused to divulge what informa- 
tion Pollard passed on to Israel. 
The Post quotes U.S. officials as 
saying Pollard gave more than 
1.U0U classified documents to 
Israel, some hundred of pages 
long. 

The Jerusalem Post, a daily 


close to Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres's Labour Party, said that 
despite official Israeli stance that 
Pollard was part of an unautho- 
rised operation. Israeli officials 
speak of him as one of the Jewish 
states most valuable spies ever. 

The newspaper said Israeli 
handlers compared him to Israel's 
most famous spy. Eli Cohen who 
gained access to the top echelons 
of the Syrian government before 
he was caught and banged. As a 
result of their esteem, it said, 
Pollard was given an Israeli pass- 
port in the name of Danny 
Cohen. 

Yossi Ahimeir, spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
declined to comment on specifics 
of the report. 

But he said, “we still say that 
this whole affair was a mistake 
from our side, a mistake of some 
people ... we regret it and ex- 
pressed our sorrow to the Amer- 
ican government.” 

The newspaper report, date- 
lined from Washington by its 
correspondent Wolf Blitzer. said 
Pollard had top secret clearances 
and a courier card that allowed 
him to take information out of 
archives without being checked 


by security guards. 

Gting both U.S. and Israeli 
sources, die report said Pollard 
gave Israel findings of U.S. re- 
connaissance over Tunisia, in- 
cluding a description of a building 
that served as headquarters of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. He also passed on informa- 
tion about ship movements in the 
Mediterranean and Libya's anti- 
aircraft defence system. 

One unnamed Israeli official 
was quoted as saying Pollard's 
information “made our life much 
easier” in carrying out the air 
strike in which about 70 Palesti- 
nians and Tunisians were killed 
on Oct. 1, 1985. 

The U.S. government was 
sharply criticised by Western 
allies and Arab states for support- 
ing the raid and Israel’s use of 
U.S.-made F16 and F15 fighters 
on the mission. 

The United Nations Security 
Council condemned the attack as 
an act of aggression, and the PLO 
charged the United States of giv- 
ing military assistance to Israel to 
carry out the raid. 

Pollard, 32, was arrested out- 
side the Israeli embassy in 
Washington, D.C., on Nov. 21, 
1985, and pleaded guilty to 
espionage. His wife, 26-year-old 
Anne Henderson Pollard, 
pleaded guilty to lesser charges of 
unauthorised possession of classi- 
fied documents. 

Both are to be sentenced 
March 4. 


Iran arms deal said to be part of 
a wider covert programme in U.S. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Arms sales to Iran and covert aid 
to Nicaraguan contra rebels were 
part of a wider Reagan adminis- 
tration programme to conduct 
private foreign policy initiatives, 
the New York Times reported 
Sunday. 

The newspaper, quoting pre- 
sent and former government offi- 
cials. said the secret policies were 
run by a covert arm of a program- 
me called "Project Democracy, 
created in 1982. The project, 
through its National Endowment 
for Democracy, openly granted 
government money to foreign 
book publishers, labour unions 
and other institutions, the news- 
paper said. 

President Reagan spoke about 
the programme in speeches to the 
British parliament and elsewhere, 
saying it was a means to spread 
the influence of democratic in- 
stitutions. 

But within weeks of Mr. 
Reagan's "Project Democracy” 
speech in London, the paper re- 
ported. the administration had 


decided that the project needed a 
covert side as well. 

While Congress appropriated 
funds for the covert wing, it was 
understood from the start that 
most of the funds were to come 
from non-government sources. 

“As it turned out. the covert 
side t>f “Project Democracy” 
apparently was also funded by 
foreign governments and. 
perhaps, by wealthy private indi- 
viduals.” the newspaper said. 

The newspaper said the covert 
side was sending privately raised 
money to the U.S.-backed con- 
tras fighting the leftist Sandiinsta 
government and was involved in 
the secret U.S. arms sales to Iran. 

The covert arm came under the 
control of former National Secur- 
ity Council aide Oliver North, the 
newspaper said, and was not even 
known to top officials of “Project 
Democracy's” public side. 

The newspaper said “Project 
Democracy’s” covert aim oper- 
ated outside normal government 
channels and over the last four 
years grew into a “parallel fore- 


ign policy apparatus — complete 
with its own communications sys- 
tems, secret envoys, leased ships 
and airplanes, offshore bank 
accounts and corporations.” 

The covert effort was an out- 
growth of the administration's 
frustration at its inability to push 
Congress and the foreign policy 
bureaucracy - to -embrace the 
“Reagan -doctrine” of supporting 
anti-co mmunis t rebellions * - the 
newspaper said. • - - r 

Hie Tower Commission, the 
special White House panel inves- 
tigating the NSC. has found that 
“Project Democracy” carried out 
a wide array of activities, but 
investigators do not know the full 
scope of the actions, the Times 
said. 

The Tunes said congressional 
investigators told it that after 
Congress restricted aid to the 
contras in 1984, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel North and other officials 
established a labyrinth of com- 
panies, bank accounts and private 
employees to aid the rebels. _ 


UNRWA 
food stolen 
in Beirut 

VIENNA (R) — Unidentified 
men have seized food belonging 
to a United Nations relief orga- 
nisation in South Lebanon, 
saying it will be taken to the 
besieged Rashidiyeh Palestinian 
refugee camp, aU.N. official said 
Sunday. 

Terry Davidson, spokesman 
for the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees, also said an 
UNRWA tony convoy was seek- 
ing safe passage to take 100 ton- 
nes of supplies to the camp, near 
the southern port of Tyre. 

UNRWA stores held at Sidon, 
south of Beirut, had been taken 
away Saturday night but no de- 
tails were immediately available 
of who the men were. 

Witnesses have reported 
starvation conditions at the camp, 
which is home for 22,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Davidson told Reuters the 
stores held up to 50 tonnes of 
food normally used for routine 
relief work and feeding UNRWA 
workers. However, the agency 
had already decided to divert the 
supplies to Rashidiyeh, which 
had been blockaded for four 
months by Amal militiamen. 

“They just swiped our stuff ... 
we just hope the food turns up in 
Rashidiyeh,” he said. 

Mr. Davidson said six UN- ■ 
RWA lorries had left Beirut 
loaded mostly with flour for the 
camp and had stopped at the 
village of Siblin. An UNRWA 
official had gone ahead to Sidon 
to negotiate safe passage for the 
lorries for the next stage of the 
journey through territory held by 
Palestinians and Lebanese mili- 
tiamen. 

China voices concern 

China said Sunday it was deep- 
ly concerned about the plight of 
Palestinian refugees in camps in 
Lebanon and urged that they be 
given daily necessities. 

The New China News Agency 
quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying that China 
hoped the conflicting parties 
would reach an immediate and 
overall ceasefire and resolve their 
differences through friendly con- 
sultation so as to end the bloody 
incident and restore normality to 
Lebanon. 


Somalia says 300 Ethiopian soldiers 
were killed in latest clashes on border 


BURAO, Somalia (R) — A 
windswept plain littered with blo- 
ated bodies is the scene of foe 
latest clash in the Horn of Africa 
where Somalia says it killed more 
than 300 Ethiopian troops. 

The north-west Somalia battle- 
field, visited by reporters from 
foe Somali capital, Mogadishu, 
saw renewed fighting last week 
between pro-Western Somalia 
and Marxist Ethiopia. The corp- 
ses wore foe olive-green fatigues 
i of the Ethiopian army and the 
area was littered with knocked 
put tanks. 

After a year in which the two 
countries had seemed to be ending 
their long-standing . conflict, 
Somalia said. On Thursday that it 
had repulsed an Ethiopian air and 
ground attack on six border set- 
tlements after six hoars fighting. 

The local Somali commander, 
Major-General Mohammad Said 
Morgan, told correspondents on 
Saturday that more than 300 
Ethiopian troops were killed in 
foe dash. Hundreds more, most 
of ‘ them wounded, had been 
taken prisoner, be said. Somalis 
losses were put at 30 dead and'25 
wounded. 

Military sources said 22 Ethio- 
pian tanks took part in the attack 


Israel doubles 
number of troops 
in S. Lebanon 

LONDON (R) — Israel has dou- 
bled the number of its troops in 
southern • Lebanon to almost 
3,000 men in the past two weeks 
to prevent the collapse of foe i 
Israeli-backed Christian militia, 
the Sunday Telegraph reported. 

The newspaper said the Israeli 
army had moved a mechanised 
infantry brigade into its self- 
styled “security zone” just north 
of the border to bolster foe Sooth 
Lebanese Army (SLA), 

Israel’s government co-ordina- 
tor for Lebanon, Yuri Lubrani, 
was quoted as saying: “I wake up 
in the middle of foe night over foe 
prospect of greater casualties. 
Lebanon is now a dirty word in 
Israel.” 

“In foe last two years we have 
lost only 12 soldiers in Lebanon 
but with foe SLA in need of 
s u ppo r t, that figure could be dou- 
bled in one go.” 


and 11 of them were either des- 
troyed or captured. Burned-out 
tanks and lorries were still 
smouldering when we arrived in 
the border area. They were dear- 
ly marked with Ethiopian army 
insignia. 

Abandoned communications 
equipment lay in a pile 20 
kilometres inside Somalia. 

Ethiopia has made no com- 
ment on foe fighting. There has 
been no explanation of what 
started it, although there has 
been increased activity in the area 
by rebels opposed to Somali Pres- 
ident Mohammad Siad Barre. 

■ Somali Prime Minister 
Mohammad Ali Samantar called 
on foe Ethiopian government on 
Saturday to declare where it 
stands on foe future of peace 
talks between foe two countries. 

Mr. Samantar. quoted by 
Mogadishu Radio, told a meeting 
in the Somali capital that Soma- 
lia's stand had not changed since 
thepeace talks began last year. 

“What is required is for the 
Ethiopian government to declare 
its stand towards the peace nego- 
tiations ... foe aggression by 
Ethiopia against Somalia is con- 
trary to the on-going peace 
talks.” he said. 


Interpol seeking ex-head 
of Arab Monetary Fund 


ABU DHABI (AP) — The Un- 
ited Arab Emirates has asked 
Interpol to help locate a former 
president of the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF) who will be sent- 
enced in Abu Dhabi next month 
for a m ul ti- million-doll ar loss 
during his AMF tenure, informed 
sources reported Sunday. 

The case was filed here in 
mid-1985 by the public prosecu- 
tor and the Abu Dhabi-based 
AMF against Jawad Hashim and 
three former AMF senior em- 
ployees, Jalal Awhan Stefan, 
Mahdi Saleh A1 Olonm and 
Samir Abdul Latif. 

The four have been accused of 
alleged misappropriation of funds 
leading to foe loss of more than 
$100 million daring foe period 
when Mr. Hashim directed foe 
fond from 1977 to 1982. 

The fund was set up by Arab 
governments in 1977 along the 
lines of foe International Monet- 


ary Fund (IMF) to give balance of 
payments support to poorer Arab 
states. 

. All accused are Iraqi citizens. 
The sources said Mr. Hashim had 
fled Abu Dhabi before foe trial 
and was currently stayig in Bri- 
tain after acquiring Canadian 
citizenship. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition they not be further 
identified, said an Interpol team 
was heading to London to try to 
arrest Mr. Hashim. 

Another Interpol team was 
heading to Cairo for foe same 
purpose following information 
that Mr. Hashim was currently in 
foe Egyptian capital as member 
of a business delegation. 

The Abu Dhabi-based news- 
paper A1 Wahda reported earlier 
in the day that the final defence 
presentations were presented to 
foe Abu Dhabi c rimin al court this 
weekend. 


Qadhafi rejects ‘hostile, regime’ in N’djamena 


LONDON- (R) — Libyan lea- 
der -Muammar Qadhafi has said 
Libya would not accept the in- 
stallation of a hostile regime in 
Chad, Libyan Television re- 
ported. 

The television, monitored by' 
foe British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, said Saturday night that 
Colonel Qadhafi made foe com- 
ment in an interview with French 
quarterly Journal Politique Inter- 
nationale. 

He was quoted as saying Libya 
would not accept, “regardless of 
any justification, the installation 
of a hostile regime in Chad 
which will be used by imperialism 
to destabilise foe security and 


stability of the Arab Libyan peb? 
pie inside their borders.”” 1 

Col. Qadhafi described the 
French presence in Chad as “col- 
onial and disgraceful,” saying 
France was “creating problems 
for herself with Libya,” the tele- 
vision reported. 

He was also quoted as saying 
Libya was prepared to welcome 
the “Arab racism in France and 
other European countries.” 

France has a military force in 
its former colony Chad to support 
foe N’djamena government of 
President Hissene Habre against 
Libyan troops and rebel guerrillas 
in foe north of foe country. 


The' ' -Chad - gover nmen t re- 
ported bri Saturday that Its forces 
had clashed with Libyan troops in 
foe far north of the country, 
which has been under Libyan 
occupation for foe last 14 years. 

A- military high command 
statement read over N’djamena 
Radio said two Libyan soldiers 
were killed and many others 
wounded in foe fighting on 
Thursday at the remote outpost 
of Zonmri, in the Aouzou area 
claimed by Libya. 

It said Chad government forces 
suffered no casualties. 

Military analysts said it was foe 
first time Chad had reported 


fighting so far north or inside the. 
disputed Aouzou strip since foe' 
latest flare-up began in mid-De-. 
oember. 

Up to now, much of foe fight- 
ing has been around foe north- 
eastern oasis of Fada, recaptured 
by President Habre’s forces early 
last month, and in foe Tibesti 
mountains in the north-west of 
foe country. 

Chad wants to dislodge Libyan 
troops from foe north of foe 
country where they have been- 
backing rebels oppposed to -foe 
N’djamena government. 

The oasis of Aouzou has been 
occupied by Libya since 1973 and 
has a large Libyan garrison. 


GCC 


The rebel Somali National 
Movement (SNM) has stepped up 
activities in the north west and 
accused government forces of 
atrocities. . _ 

The rebels kidnapped 10 
French medical aid workers from 
oearby Tog Wajale refugee set- 
tlement last month and freed 
them in Ethiopia two weekslater. 

Diplomats say Ethiopia has 
complained of Somali inclusions 
into Ethiopian territory, but 
-there has been no sign of a new 
build-up of tension between the 
two countries. 

Somali troops captured a large 
area of Ethiopia’s efomcally- 
Somali Ogaden province in the 
1977-78 desert war, but were 
driven out by Ethiopian forces 
allegedly backed by Cuban troops 
and Soviet military advisers. 
Ethiopia still holds two border 
areas, Balambale and Gakiogob, 
after seizing them three years 
ago. 

Both sides had seemed to be 
moving towards peace. President 
Siad Bane met Ethiopian leader 
Mengistu Haile Mariam in the 
.Red Sea port of Djibouti 13 
months ago. Mr. Siad Barre said 
last month that he planned to visit 
Addis Ababa soon for more talks 
with Mr. Mengistu. 


on nnai 
draft of 
security 
strategy 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — Interior^ . 
minis ters from the six-state Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) be- ' 
gan talks on Sunday to agree the 
final draft of a unified strategy oa 
regional security. 

The ministers declined to dis- 
cuss details of the proposed 
strategy, put together at a recent " 
meeting of interior under-secre- - 
taries from the GCC states — 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, ;n; 
Saudi Arabia and foe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Informed sources, however, 
told Reuter foe plan was sperifr- . , 
cally tailored to get round re- 'ob- 
servations by Kuwait over issues 
such as the theoretical right of *;*> 
any GCC state to pursue crimin- 
als for an unspecified distance .< 
inside other member states. 

Kuwait has so far refused to 4 •• 
sign a joint GCC security pact 
agreed in 1982 saying some . 
clauses infringed on its sovereign- ' 
ty and territorial integrity. 

Senior council member Saudi 
Arabia already has bilateral 
security accords with its GCC 
allies except for Kuwait, which 
has been foe target of several 
bomb attacks and sabotage plots 
over foe past three years. 

The sources quoted by Reuter 
said foe ministers were expected 
to approve foe pact, which win 
then be submitted for ratification ' 
by the council's foreign ministers 
due to meet in Riyadh on r ;'. 
Tuesday. 

Omani Interior Minister - 
Savyed Badx Ibn Saud Ibn Hareb ■■ 
was quoted meanwhile as saying ; 
the strategy was based on a ninn- 
ber of ideals and principles and -■ 
Islamic law “characterised by. 
tolerance and binding ties be-F 
tween GCC members.” 

GCC Secretary-General 
Abdullah Bishara reiterated to ' 
reporters Saturday night the 
security of the Gulf was foe col- 
lective responsibility of all the 
.countries of foe region. 

Economic ’ in tegratioi] ' 

In Dubai, foe GCC opened a - 
seminar on Saturday on “inte- 
grated p lanning ” as part of a 
quest for a common market In the . 
region. . . 

Mr. Bishara said the .five-year- 
old economic agreement “prog- 
ressing satisfactorily." 

The initial phase of the econo- . 
mic agreement is scheduled to be /' 

, operational by March 1, less than ~ 
a fortnight away.; 

. Mr. Bishara told reporters that £ 
there were no obstacles to the 
implementation of the joint eco- 
nomic programme which was to 
be .fully operational by foe * 
mid 1990s. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 775111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

13*30 Korea 

15:50.. Programme Review 

1535 Cartoons 

16:10 TamsSawycr 

lfcJ5 Scientific Propamine (Arabic I 

rt:00 Different Strokes 

1730 Time to Time 

I8r00 Arabic Series 

10:50 Local Panel 

10:20 Local Programme 

|Vr50 Programme Review and Varieties 


20:00 .... 
20-J0 .... 
20:40 .. . 

News in Arab* 

Message from Oman 

Arabic Scries 

21:40 .. 

Local Comedy 

22:00 . 

... Tomorrow s Programmes 

22:05 .... 

Arabic Series 

23:00 .... 

.. . NcwsSummary in Arabic 

23:10 ... 

Arabic Varieties 

2330 ... 

Closedown 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18. -00 .... 

Laubedcshoounes 

10:00 .. 

News in French 

19:15 ... 

Sport nugaamet French 1 

19-.30 ... 

News in Hebrew 

19:45 .. 

Maganne Zero One 

20HM 

News in Arabic 

20i30 

Executive Stress 

21:10 .... 

Rage ol Angles (mini senes) 

22:00 .. , 

News in English 

22^0 ... . 

Fresno Cmiru senes) 


RADIO JORDAN 

405 KHz. AAf «£■ 99 MHz. FM 
4- partly on 9560 KHz. 5W 
Tel: 774 JIJ.J0 


07:00 


07:30 


08:00 


KhOO 


Uh«5 


II. -00 


12:00 


12:05 


U:00 


13:05 

14:00 

Pop Session Could 

14:10 

15:00 


16:00 

1645 


16-JO 


17:60 

My Word 

17:30 


18:00 


18:65 


ML30 

KM» 

1930 

News Desk 

20:00 

Evening Show 


21:00 News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Conld. 

22HM News Summary 

22KB Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23KB Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1323 KHz 

06:00 Newsdesk 06 JO The Wind in 
The Willows 06:45 Reflections O&50 
Waveguide 07:00 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07 JO Nature 
Notebook 07:45 Recording of the 
Week 0840 Newsdesk 08 JO Not So 
Long Ago OWM World News 09riW 24 
Hours: News Summary 09J0 Play: 
Jude the Obscure 10:00 World News 
Mfc09 Reflections 10:15 Tie Wind in 
the Willows 10 JO Anything Goes 
11:00 World News 11:09 British Press 
Review 11:15 Good Books 11:30 
Financial News 11:45 Pecble's Choice 
12:00 News Summary: Not So Long 
Ago 12 JO The Alternative Proms 
13:00 World News 13:09 News About 
Britain 13:15 Zoowalk - Berlin 13 JO 
Album Tunc 14:00 Radio Newsreel 
14:15 Ouoie. Unquote 14:45 Sports 
Round-up 15:00 World News 15*19 24 
Hours: News Summary 15:30 Look 
What They've done to my Song: IfcW 
News Summary: Outlook 16:45 Stories 
by Dorothy 17:00 Radio Newsreel 
17:15 Not So Long Ago 17:45 Kings of 
Swing 18.-00 World News 18:09 Com- 
mentary 19:15 My Word 
cnenury 19:15 My Word 19JO New 

Ideas 19:40 Book Choice 19*0 Sports 
Round-up 20:00 Newsdesk 
19-JQ New ideas 19:40 Book Choke 
1930 Sports Round-up 2(h0O News- 
desk 

'•VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 & SW 7200. 936$. 11740, 
1192$ and 15210 Hz 

05:00 News 05:10 Newsline 05 JO VO A 
Morning DfcflO News 06:10 Newsline . 
06 JO VOA Morning 87:00 News 07:10 
Newsline 07 JO VOA Morning Q&QQ 
News 08:10 Newsline 08 JO VOA 
Morning 17:00 News 17:10 Newsline 
17:30 Music USA 18:80 News 18:10 
Focus 1830 Special English News & 
Features 19:00 News 19:10 Newsline 
19:30 Magazine Show 20:00 News 
20:10 Focus 20 JO Special English 
News &, Features 2180 News 21:10 
Newsline America 21:30 Music USA 
22HM News & Editorial 22:15 Music 
USA Jazz 23:00 News 23:10 World 
Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


’ An exhibition entitled “Bezdikian'” 
•at the French Cultural Centre (until 
Feb. 28). 

The Goethe Institute presents an 
exhibition entitled “Six Centuries of 
German Woodcut Art” at the Petra 
Bank Gallery — Wadi Saqra (until 
Feb. 22). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. TcL 6610267 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 66519$ 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

liniv. of Jordan Library 843S55 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
front Madaba and Jeresh (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.ra.-5 p.ra. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. JabaJ AI Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.oi.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaflery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

'Martyrs’ Memorial {Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman, 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Lions PUaddpMa Club- Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 -30 p.m. 
FHbdcfpUa Rotary dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Au t o m obil e Club. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Cude. Tel. 816334. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Armandatien (Roman 
Catholic) JabaJ Luweibdeh, Tel- 
637440. 

De la SaBc Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasaata Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Chardi of the An— mfeiltoa (Greek 
■ Orthodox) AbdaK. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Chuck (Church of the Re- 
- dee trier) Jabal Amman, TcL 678906. 
Armenian Catbofie Church Ashrafich. 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fich, Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich. Td. 771751. 

Amman In terna tional Church (Inter 
dcnommatioonJ): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 
677S34. 

Evangcfical Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman, 6th Code. (Rev, N. Stnir), 
Td. 811295. 


PRAYER TIMES 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


72ns information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen Aha International Airport 
Td. (08) 53200S, where it should 
always be verified. 


ARRIVALS . 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

09*0 Aqaba (RJ) 

093* - Cairo (RJ) 

0925 ....Jeddah (RJ)- 

99-30 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

09-30 Damascus (RJ) 

10*S Abu Dhabi, Kuwait (RJ) 

17:00 Larnaca < RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

10J45- Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

18:45 Bangkok (RJ) 

01:00 Baghdad (RJ) 


OTHER FUGHTS (Terminal 2) 

92J00- London. Baghdad (BA) 

87:35 Cairo (MS) 

0939 Sana'a (LH) 

1230 Bahrain (GF) 

13:45 Kuwait (KU) 

2030 Baghdad (IA) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 

06*5 Aqaba (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

11:45 Vienna. Chicago. Los Angeles (RJ) 
12:15 .... Frankfun, Copenhagen (RJ) 
1*88 Larnaca (RJ) 


OTHER FUGHTS (Terminal 2) 

83M — London (BA) 

0&40 Damascus. Athens (O A) 

8830 Griro (MS) 

10:10 — - Frankfurt (LH) 

14d0 Bahrain, Doha (GF) 

1*00 - Kuwait (KU) 

21 JO — Baghdad flA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Sunday rates 

Local sell/buy rates in Bb 

Belgian franc 89.4/ 90.7 

Dutch guilder .... 163.9/ 165.2 

French franc 55.9 / 56 3 

Italian lira — 26/ 26.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 219.7/ 222.1 

.Swedish crown 51.9/ 523 

Swiss franc 219.7/ 222.1 

U.K. sterling pound 515.9/ 521.9 

U.S. dollar 338.3 1 340.9 

W. German mark 185 3! 187.5 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman goverooraic 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Ovfl Defence libtd .... 271293, 273131 

Civfl Defence Quwdsmch 770733 

Ovfl Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

CSvfl Defence rescue 661111 

Fur headquarters 62209Q-3 

Police rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 886390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Ouecn Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


0436 

06:15 

11:50 

14.-57 

17:24 

18:44 


Fair 

(Sunrise) Doha 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 

- ‘Isha 


1*30 Cairo (RJ) 

1M8 Kuwait. Dbahran(RJ) 

20J8 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 


20^5 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

— Baghdad (RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 ,,,,, Cairo (RJ) 


WEATHER 


BtiHeon supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A gradual decrease in temperature is 
expected, with scattered douds. Winds 
will be southwesterly fresh. In Aqaba, 
it will be hazy and partly doudy, with 
northerly fresh winds and culm sea. 

MmAnax. temp. 

Amman 8/17 

Aqaba 14/25 

Deserts 9/21 

Jordan Valley 10/22 

Yesterday s high temperatures: Am- 
man 203. Aqaba 29. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 59 per cent, Aqaba 44 
per cent. 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akdch Maternity, J. Amn..,. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mtusfaer Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Alxjali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Af-Mubajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 77311/19 


Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price comptahm 661176 

Telephone information- 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Munther Qarrini (776258) 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa (776149) 

S a la m Pharmacy 636730 

Neirookh Pharmacy 723672 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 

Humawi pharmacy 845376 

TAXIS: 

KbaJed lari 623725 

Jerusalem taxi 639655 

Hebron taxi 776100 

Basmaniari 892433 

Mu'abtari 896624 

Al Saleh taxi 773093 

Seyahatari 646319 

taxi 847572 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ali Shuqairi 246140 

Al Hassan pharmacy { ) 

Al Shares' pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Fflilu QuNvar 
Tawfiq pharmacy 


982715 

(-) 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppet/lowei prise 
Apple (All kinds) 

Rannnn 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Beetroot 


Carrot (black) 

Carrot (yellow) 

Cauliflower (yellow) 

Cauliflower (while) .. 

Chestnut...,. 

Cucumbers 

Eggplant (small) 

Eggplant (large) 


■ ® Os per log. 

- 280 / 240 

320 / 260 

270 / 220 

480 / 400 

200/150 

100/ 70 

70/ 40 

130/100 

110/ 80 

-r 120/ 90 

- 50/ 30 

520 / 480 

210/160 

200/150 

200/150 


- : 400/300 

120/ 90 

if® 00 - 100/ 60 

150/100 

:■ 180/140 

Orange (Abu Surra) 240 / 200 

Orange (Shammonti) ..230/180 

- 350 / 300 

Er 1 -,.,360 / 300 

SSfC 5 *® 51 ) 250 / 200 

200/150 

3 "“? 60/30 

Tomatoes 100/ SO 

Tnnn P 90/ 60- 
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Tawjihi 

results 
out today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education has prepared the 
lists of final results for the first 
term of the tawjihi examination 
taken last month and the ministry 
will announce the results today. 

A ministry spokesman said that 
students can go to their schools as 
usual and receive their results. 

According to Mr. Odeh AJ 
Najdawi, assistant director of 
examinations at the Ministry of 
Education which organised the 
examinations, the results of the 
first term were generally good 
and of a similar standard to the 
previous years' marks. 

A total of -51,124 tawjihi stu- 
dents sat for the eight examina- 
tion sessions last month in the 
scientific, literary, industrial, 
agricultural, nursing, postal, 
commercial and hotel manage- 
ment streams. 

Government 
revises 
prices of 
units at 
Abu Nuseir 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has revised the prices of 
bousing units at Abu Nuseir 
bousing estate, west of Amman, 
and decided on a number of 
measures to make it easier for 
beneficiaries to pay their instal- 
ments, Housing Corporation 
Director Shafiq Zawaideh 
announced on Sunday. 

Speaking at a press conference, 
Mr. Zawaideh said that benefi- 
ciaries will not be requested to 
pay an advance of 10 per cent of 
the total cost of the housing units. 
This means they are now ex- 
* erupted from paying between JD 
2,317 to JD 5,460 as a pledge of 
their commitment to paying the 
total cost and purchase the units. 

According to Mr. Zawaideh, 
the government considers the be- 
neficiaries not to be responsible 
for the additional services that 
were introduced to the housing 
estate and will therefore not de- 
mand that they pay these costs. 
He said the treasury will pay the 
cost of these services, which 
amounted to JD 30 million. 

The Cabinet on Saturday even- 
ing announced the following mea- 
sures, in response to recom- 
mendations by the Housing Cor^ 
poration: 




— Beneficiaries will pay the ori- 

g nal price set by the Housing 
orporation before the introduc- 
tion of the additional services; 
— They will be required to pay 
only the cost of the units spread 
over 30 instead of 25 years at an 
annual interest rate of 5.S per 
cent; 

— Beneficiaries will not be re- 
quired to pay 10 per cent of the 
units’ cost in advance unless they 
wish to do so; 

— The treasury .will cover the 
difference between the cost of 
the units as originally announced 
and the higher actual cost when 
the project was completed; 

— Only those beneficiaries who 
committed themselves to pur- 
chasing the units will be able to 
benefit from these measures and 
the 10 per cent of the total cost 
that they had paid will be consi- 
dered as instalments paid in adv- 
ance; 

— The remaining unite which 
have not been sold will be offered 
to employees in the public sector 
in three months from now. 

in the press conference. Mr. 
Zawaideh said that the Housing 
Corporation has built six schools 
and laid electricity cables and 
water, telephone and transport 
networks within the housing 
estate. He said that it has also set- 
up shopping centres and installed 
a wastewater treatment plant as 
well as providing street lighting 
and central heating to all the 
housing units. 

The Housing Corporation, he 
said, built a road to link the 
housing estate with the main two- 
lane road going to Yajouz high- 
way and added that there are 
plans for including the housing 
estate in the Greater Amman 
region so that it can benefit from 
more services and facilities. 

At present, the Housing Cor- 
poration is building ride roads, 
retaining walls and planting some 
50,000 trees on the housing 

estate; Mr. Zawaideh continued. 

Earlier, Mr. Zawaideh had said 
that agreement was reached with 
the Health Ministry to open a 
health clinic and that another 
agreement has been reached with 
the Public Transport Corporation 
which will operate a regular bus. 
service for tire benefit of residents 
at (ire Abu Nuseir housing estate.’ 
Only half of the land allotted 
for the bousing estate has been 
used for the construction of the 
3,500 boosing units at Abu Nuseir 
and the vacant units were earlier 
reported to be available for sale 
to the public and the land to be 
sold to expatriates for budding 
‘their own 



Fayez calls Lower House to session 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef A] Fayez has summoned the House for a meeting on 
Tuesday Feb. 17. The House’s administrative committee said it 
will meet on Tuesday under the chairmanship of Mr. Zuheir 
Thouqan AI Hussein. The committee members will be review- 
ing a number of subjects referred to it by the House. 

Mineral exports increase in 1986 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s exports of fertilisers, potash and 
phosphate via Aqaba port increased in 1986 over 1985 exports, 
according to Ports Corporation sources. The sources added that 
during 1986 Jordan exported 552,323 tonnes of fertilisers, 
1,125,216 tonnes of potash and 5,197,665 tonnes of phosphates 
compared to 519,542 tonnes of fertilisers, 898,335 tonnes of 
potash and 4,609,511 tonnes of phosphate exported during 1985. 


Syrian agri-engineers arrive today 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Syrian Agricultural 
Engineers Association is due here Monday on a four-day visit to 
Jordan and for talks with officials and members of the Jordanian 
Agricultural Engineers Association. The delegation, to be led 
by Dr. Yabya Bakkour. the association's president, will discuss 
ways to bolster cooperation between agricultural engineers in 
Jordan and Syria and prospects for a programme to exchange 
expertise between the associations of both countries. The 
delegation will also tour a number of agricultural projects, 
industrial concerns and several other institutions. 


Industry chambers reshuffles board 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Chamber of Industry on 
Sunday appointed Mr. Khaldoub Abu Hassan as deputy board , 
chairman of the chamber to succeed Mr. Zaid Shi’sha’a who 
resigned his post. The chamber’s board, which met Saturday 
evening under the chairmanship of Mr. Isam Budeir, also 
appointed Mr. Abbas Al Nabulsi as a board member. Mr. 
Khaled Kanaan has been appointed as the chamber’s secretary 
to succeed Mr. Abu Hassan. 


Tunisian transport team due Feb. 23 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the Tunisian Ministry of 
Transport is due here on Feb. 23 for a week-long visit to Jordan. 
During the visit, the delegation will hold talks with senior 
officials at the Ministry of Transport on strengthening and 
promoting bilateral relations in transport fields. The delegation 
will also explore the possibility of benefitting from Jordan’s 
experience for application in organising the land transport 
sector in Tunisia. 

Man shoots and wounds another 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 40-year-old man identified by the police 
as H.M.M. shot and wounded another 30-year-old man identi- 
fied as-N.A»A..ip North, Marq^ overtrade differ between 
them, according to preliminaiy Investigations carried out by the 
public security forces. The sources added that She wounded man 
was taken to hospital and was reported to be : ao^a {stable 
condition. 


Prince Sultan ends visit after talks 
with prime minister, Sharif Zaid 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prince Sul- 
tan Ibn S alman Ibn Abdul Aziz. 

|vJj>£>Saudi Arabia left Amman at 
the end of his two-day visit to- 
Jordan during which he presented 
His Majesty King Hussein a med- 
al commemorating the 1986 space 
flight by the U.S. space shuttle 
Discovery which carried Prince 
Sultan as a crew member. 

In a statement before his de- 
parture, Prince Sultan paid tri- 
bute to the King’s leadership and 
to Jordan's role in serving pan- 
Arab causes.. 

Prince Sultan said he appreci- 
ated and supported King Hus- 
sein's call on Arabs to lend more 
interests to science and technolo- 
gy to help them catch up with 
advanced nations in different 
fields. 

Earlier on Sunday, Prince Sul- 
tan met Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai in the presence of Saudi 
Arabian Ambassador to Jordan 
Ibrahim Al Sultan. 

He later met Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker in the 
presence of the Saudi ambassador 
and the commander of the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force. Prince Sul- 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai holds a meeting with Prince Sultan Ibn 
Salman Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia on Sunday (Petra photo) 


tan was briefed on the develop- 
ment of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. 

Also Sunday, Prince Sultan cal- 
led at the University of Jordan' 
and was briefed by its president, 
Abdul Salam Al Majali, on the 
university's development. Prince 
Sultan toured the campus and 
visited the library. He was accom- 
panied on the visit by the' Saudi 
ambassador. 

Also on Sunday Prince Sultan 


visited the Fourth Royal Mecha- 
nised Division where he was re- 
ceived by the division's comman- 
der and high-ranking officers. 
Prince Sultan was briefed on the 
Karameb battle in the Jordan 
Valley area. The guest visited the 
monument of the Karameb battle 
and the King Hussein Bridge. At 
the end of the visit, the division's 
commander presented the divi- 
sion's shield to Prince Sultan as a 
commemorative gift. 


Austria negotiating its inclusion in 
Jordan’s 24-hour mail delivery service 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Negotiations are 
underway between the Jordanian 
and Austrian governments to in- 
troduce the public-run 24-hour 
mail delivery service between 
Vienna and Amman, Mahsour 
Ibn Tarif, under secretary at the 
Ministry of Communications said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Ibn Tarif said that for the 
time being the ministry does not 
plan to make its services available 
between the Kingdom and coun- 
tries of the Eastern bloc since the 
volume of postal correspondence 
in general and business mail in 
particular was very low. 

He explained that the ministry 
also got negative feedback from 
countries of the Arab Maghreb. 

So far, the ministry's fast mail 
delivery service, launched last 
July, covers 18 Arab and foreign 
destinations. 

The volume of mail transac- 
tions. protocol agreements and 
!^6&i*ceua!jri£&: response- Zioi. 
ministry's demands were three 
major .factors' pertaining i <o the 
inadgurationr.'of the express 'mail • 
service between the Kingdom and 
other destinations. Operations of 


in-coming and out-going express 
mail semces are handled by the 
Central Post Office in downtown 
Amman. Royal Jordanian, the 
Kingdom's national airline, is car- 
rying the mail to and from 
Jordan. 

Complaints 

Describing the service as “very 
reliable and of high quality,” Mr. 
Ibn Tarif refuted allegations that 
fast mail delivery to France dften 
took more than 24-hours to reach 
its destination. 

Three members of the public 


had earlier called the Jordan 
Times to state that some of the 
Royal Jordanian's staff were not 
punctual in delivering letters and 
packages sent via Jordan's 24- 
hour mail service. Usually mail 
distribution in foreign and Arab 
countries is done through the 
Royal Jordanian's offices. 

“We are always ready to re- 
ceive any complaints and to look 
into their source of origin," said 
Mr. Ibn Tarif. urging all members 
of the public who were dissatis- 
fied with the ministry's express 
mail service to contact the con- 
cerned officials. 


Martial arts, humour and cartoons from Japan 


By Sana Atiyeb 
Special to the Jordan Times ^ 

AMMAN — Movie-goers in- 
terested in oriental cinema will 
have an opportunity to see a 
different kind of cinema when 
three Japanese films are screened 
at the Royal Cultural Centre later 
this week. The Japanese embas- 
sy’s film show is for people in- 
terested in the Japanese sense of 
humour, martial arts and ani- 
mated cartoons. 

The first dim, '‘Fall Guy,” is a 
1982 comedy which takes the 
viewers into the world of gla- 
mourous, yet farcical cinema, life 
of Japan. The story is about three 
actors and one actress whose lives 
are comically intertwined. 

Ginshiro is a superstar who 
gets actress Konatsu pregnant, 
but he throws the responsibility 
on Yasu. Yasu does not min d 
marrying Konatsu as he would do 
anything to please Ginshiro. 

Meanwhile, Ginshiro is' preoc- 
cupied with a threat to his star- 
dom. He is worried that a new 
actor on the cinema scene, Tachi- 
bana, is overshadowing him. So 
Ginshiro tries to regain his declin- 
ing popularity in the movie he is 
filming in which there is a very 
dangerous scene. None of the 
stuntmen are willing to risk their 
lives but Ginshiro's loyal admir- 
er, Yasu, comes to the rescue and 


takes the fall while Konatsu gives 
birth to the baby. 

"Fall Guy,” directed by Fuka- 
saku Kinji, will be screened on 
Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. at the main 
theatre of the RCC. All the films 
are subtitled in Arabic. 

Strange goings on in a 
Samurai dan 

On Feb. 19, also at 7 p.m., is a 
black and white 1960s classic, 
“Sanjuro.” This is a story of a 
Samurai dan which is led by a 
corrupt master. The nine Samurai 
of the dan think that chamberlain 
Mutsuda is behind all the deprav- 
ity. However, a roaming and 
masterless Samurai, Tsubaki San- 
juro, tells the dan that superin- 
tendent Kikui is the one who is 
the actual oppressor. 

Sanjuro sets off to save the 
nin e young men from the superin- 
tendent’s ruthless guards. At the 
same time he tries to find the 
chamberlain who has been kid- 
napped by them. Sanjuro and the 
nine Samurai pursue a violent 
adventure — where lives are lost 
— to dean up the corruption in 
the once-respectable dan. 

Alrira Kurosawa, the director of 
Sanjuro, is well-known in 
Japanese cinema and has won 
several international awards for 
his films . 


Adventures in space 

For parents and children, the 
third Japanese film on Feb, 23 at 
5 o'dock is “Galaxy Express 
999,” a cartoon film that takes 
spectators on a galaxy tram ride 
into space. 

Tetsuro lost his parents when 
they were killed by mechanical 
guards. To keep himself and 
other orphans in the city slum 
from hunger, he steals food. One 
day, he steals a galaxy train ticket 
and sets off on the train with 
Maeler, a mysterious and beauti- 
ful woman, who helps him escape 
from the mechanical guards who 
caught him stealing. 

The Galaxy Express 999’s first 
stop is a satellite. Titan: a para- 
dise, but also a very dangerous 
body in the solar system. Tetsuro 
and Maeter face some difficulties, 
but they continue their journey 
into space after a small adven- 
ture. 

Their next stop is an ice planet, 
Pinto. There, the two find an 
outrageous life-style. They also 
meet a beautiful woman who 
regrets her wish to stay young 
ana beautiful forever. The three 
continue their fantastic journey 
on Galaxy Express 999... find out 
what the two women and Tetsuro* 
will encounter. 

Admittance to all three movies is 
free of charge. 


Tired of third rate movies. . . 
catch up with 1st class opera 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In something of a 
scoop, the Baccalaureate School 
Theatre this week is showing the 
recently released film version of 
Veiidi’sropera. ‘iOtelk^JOirected 
‘ by the acclaimed and controver- 
sial. Franco Zeffirelli, . 'Otello has 
been specially flowiriii-^by the 
Italian Embassy here in Amman 
for this its first showing in the 
Middle East. The film, which was 
first screened at the Montreal 
Film Festival in August of last 
year received some highly favour- 
able reviews, the common theme 
of which was that the film will not 
only appeal to scholars and fans 
of opera but to people who have 
neveT heard of the opera before. 
One reviewer writing for “The 

Listener” said: “Otello was a 

feast for the eyes as well as the 
ears as the... film is in constant 
restless motion with hardly a 
scene allowed to establish itself in 
stillness.” He concluded that: 
“It’s (the film) a virtuoso piece: 
wonderful, breathtaking at times 
and altogether excessive.'' 

The first ever performance of 
Verdi's original opera took place 
in February 1887, a hundred 
years ago almost to the day of the 
showing of the film here in Am- 
man on Friday. Verdi based his 
opera on that of Shakespeare's 
play “Othello” which is a story of 
love, jealousy and destruction. 
Set in Cyprus at the end of the 
Fifteenth Century, it traces the 
descent of the Moor, Othello, 
from supreme happiness to utter 
despair and suicide caused solely 
by the evil misdoings of bis lieute- 
nant, lago. Placido Domingo 
takes the role of the ill-fated 
Moor, while Katia Ricci are Ui 
plays Desdemona, the wrongly 
accused wife whom he murders in 
a fit of insane jealousy. 

In his adaptation of the opera, 
Zeffirelli changed the original 


story, doing to “Verdi what Verdi 
did to Shakespeare,” and, as Zef- 
firelli says: “Cinema is an art, and 
opera is an art so putting the two 
together is not easy.” 

Carmen in a different setting 

fai; conjunction with the show- 
uingtof Otello* the -Baccalaureate 
» theatre, will also be screening 
Francesco Rosi's film version of 
Bizet's opera “Carmen.” This 
much-loved masterpiece tells the 
story of the beautiful and sensual 
Spanish gypsy girl. Carmen, 
whose fickleness brings about her 
own destruction and that of the 
men who love her, Rosi made 
Carmen, “in intimate terms with 
the social and cultural reality that 
brought about and conditioned 
the story in the first place.” 

“I have based my -film,” Rosi 
says, “on the quest for creative 
autonomy no matter bow res- 
tricted by a former creativity, in 
this case a very powerful one, 
that of Bizet’s music, structured 
with clear and precise directions 
by the composer himself.” 

Thus Rosi scoured the Spanish 
countryside to find the right 
places and faces that would give 
shape to the shadows of his im- 
agination. The resulting film is a 
superb version of the opera and 
one that has been enjoyed and 
praised by many since the film 
, was first released. 

Carmen, which is being spon- 
sored by the French Cultural 
Centre, can be seen on Thursday 
February 19 at 7.30 at the Bacca- 
laureate theatre. Otello can be 
seen on the following evening, 
Friday, February 20, at the same 
time and place. Tickets, at JD 1, 
(750 fils for students or JD I Vi for 
both films) are ' obtainable from 
the French Cultural Centre, Istik- 
lal in Shmeisani and from Sweet 
Supermarket. Both films are 
being screened with the technical 
assistance of the Soviet Cultural 
Centre. 


Emergency supply fails to 
alleviate camp’s plight 


(Con tamed from page 1) 

canned goods. The convoy was 
escorted by Iranian officials in an 
embassy car. 

An Amal representative at a 
meeting in Tyre attended by a 
senior Iranian mediator said 
Amal had decided to withdraw its 
fighters from a side entrance to 
allow access to Rashidiyeh, under 
siege since Sept 30. 

One Palestinian faction, the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, issued a state- 
ment t hankin g the Iranians for 
the relief supples to Bout} Ai 
Barajneh, but said they would 
only last two or three days. 

Amal also allowed 32 seriously 
wounded Palestinians in the 
Rashidiyeh camp to be evacu- 
ated, 

A raflitia statement said that 

_ o . , the 30,000 re- 

of Rashidiyeh would be 


free to go in and out daily be- 
tween 7 a.m. and 2 p.m. to shop 
for food and other supplies. The 
camp has been under siege since 
Oct. 1. 

The communique said the siege 
was lifted under orders from 
Amal leader Nabih Beni and 
Ayatollah Ali Ghayouri, the per- 
sonal emissary of Iran’s revolu- 
tionary patriarch. Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Several European and Arab 
nations have pledged aid for the 
Palestinians and peace appeals 
came from many tides, including 
the Arab Leagne, the Vatican 
and the U.S. government. 

The refugees are victims of a 
conflict between Amal, backed 
by Syria, and Palestinian fighters 
over the extent of Palestinian 
military activity in Lebanoti. 
Amal wants to keep Palestinian 
fighters inside the camp?. 


JCFC chief 
leaves for 
Sudan, Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Ce- 
ment Factories Company (JCFC) 
Director General Khaldoun Al 
Thaher left for Khartoum Sunday 
on a three-day visit tp Sudan at 
the invitation of the Sudanese 
minister of industry. During his 
visit. Dr. Thaher will hold talks 
with Sudanese officials on the 
cement and construction mate- 
rials industry in Sudan and the 
possibility of providing Sudan’s 
cement industry with technical 
expertise. 

Dr. Thaher, who is also deputy 
chairman of the board of direc- 
tors of the Arab Cement and 
Building Materials Union, will dis- 
'cuss the possibility of meeting 
Sudan's cement needs. Dr. Thah- 
er will later visit Egypt for talks 
with officials regarding a contract 
for the sale of Jordanian cement, 
to Egypt. 


DIRECTOR 

The Board of Trustees of the Baghdad International 
School (BIS) wishes to appoint a director for the school 
to commence his/her functions in late summer of 1 987 
(July/August). 

The annual salary ranges from USDLR 28,000 to USDLR 
38,000 depending on qualifications and experience. The 
school also offers favourable housing and transportation 
allowances. 

The Baghdad International School is closely associated 
with the UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (ESCWA) Bagh- 
dad. The language of instruction is English and the 
school offers tuition from kindergarten to 12th grade; it 
also prepares students for GCE “O'* and "A" levels. 
Essential qualifications: Minimum ten years solid experi- 
ence relevant to education including at least five years 
as principal. 

Director or other high level administrator preferably iri 
international educational institutions. 

Languages: Fluency in English, knowledge of Arabic 
desirable. 

Deadline for applications: 10 March 1987. 

Contact UNDP, telephone 668171 Mr. Ahmad 
Ghadieh, Amman 
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Jordan, Mauritania sign 
agreement on scientific 
and cultural cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Mauritania on Sunday signed .an 
agreement on bilateral coopera- 
tion in the cultural, technical, 
scientific and information fields. 

Under the agreement, both 
countries agree to work towards 
unifying their educational syllabi, 
especially in the subjects of Arab 
history and geography, and will 
offer one another scholarships for 
study at higher educational institu- 
tions. The agreement also pro- 
vides for the exchange of visits by 
staff and educational specialists, 
conducting joint cultural work, 
bolstering bilateral cooperation 
in vocational and technical fields 
and launching cooperation in the 
publication of books and maga- 
zines, in addition to holding semi- 
nars and training courses related 
to education and culture and 
organising cultural festivals and 
sports events. 


The two countries agree to 
launch cooperation in radio and 
television through the exchange 
of programmes and transmissions 
by the national news agencies of 
Jordan and Mauritania and 
through the press associations in 
borh countries. 

The agreement was signed by 
Dr. Ziyad Fariz, secretary gener- 
al of the Ministry of Planning, 
and Mr. Mohammad Fadel, 
Mauritania's non-resident ambas- 
sador to Jordan. 

Following the signing of the 
agreement, the ambassador was 
received by Minister of Higher 
Education Dr. Nassereddin Al 
Assad. They reviewed coopera- 
tion between the two countries in 
higher education and the accept- 
ance of Mauritanian students at 
Jordanian universities and com- 
munity colleges. 


Romanian parliamentary 
delegation arrives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A five-mem- 
ber Romanian parliamentary de- 
legation arrived in Amman Sun- 
day on a four-day official visit to 
Jordan at the invitation of Mr. 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament. 

The delegation is led by Mr. 
Nikolai Giosan, speaker of 
Romania's National Assembly, 
who made a statement upon 
arrival paying tribute to Roma- 
nian-Jordanian relations. The 
volume of trade between the two 
countries, the economic links and 
the joint projects manifest the 
strong ties between the Jordanian 
and Romanian peoples, Mr. 
Giosan said. 

Mr. Giosan said that the aim of 
his visit was to further strengthen 
existing ties between Jordan and 
Romania, which, he continued, 
hold almost identical views on 
most world issues and the major 
problems in die Middle East re- 
gion. especially the Palestine 
problem and the Gulf war. Mr. 
Giosan said that the leaderships 
of Romania and Jordan continue 
to exert relentless efforts for en- 
ding the Iran-Iraq war and restor- 
ing peace in the Middle East and 
Gulf. 

Asked by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, about Romania’s 
stand vis-a-vis the proposed inter- 
national conference on . fife. Mid- 
dle East, Mr. Giosan sald.that his 
country reaffirms the need for 
such a conference as the best 
forum for establishing peace 


based on justice. This confer- 
ence, he said, should be held 
under United Nations auspices 
and with the participation of the- 
Soviet Union, the United States 
and the other permanent mem- 
bers of the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council as well as the parties 
to the Middle East conflict. 

Romanian President Nicolai 
Ceausescu proposed in 1978 that 
the conference be held and has 
since been engaged in efforts to 
overcome all obstacles preventing 
the convening of the conference. 
Mr. Giosan said. 

During the delegation's visit, 
they are expected to be received 
by Prime Minister 2Laid Rif3i and 
will hold talks with Mr. Lawzi, 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Akef Al Fayez and 
other Parliament members to dis- 
cuss parliamentary affairs and 
Middle East issues. 

The delegation will also tour 
archaeological and tourist sites in 
the Kingdom. 

The delegation were welcomed 
upon arrival at the Queen Alia 
International Airport by Mr. 
Lawzi and other officials. 

Shortly after arriving in Am- 
man, Mr. Giosan visited the Mar- 
tyrs’ Monument on the outskirts 
of Amman. He was met by senior 
army officers who accompanied 
him on a tour of the monument. 
Mr. Giosan inspected items on 
display' and was briefed on the 
development of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 


Woman discharged one day 
after giving birth to triplets 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — An Egyptian 
woman gave birth to triplets at 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation Hospital in Jabal Hus- 
sein on Saturday and was dis- 
charged on Sunday. A hospital 
spokesman said that the doctor 
who supervised the deliveiy, the 
Gist of its kind at the hospital, 
allowed the woman to go home 
the day after delivery but kept the 
three babies, a girl and two boys, 
in incubators. 

He said that the triplets with 
weights between 1500 to 2000 
grammes were in a good condi- 
tion. 

The hospital's gynaecologist 
and obstetrician. Dr- Suleiman 
Sweidan, said that triplets are 
rare and occur only once in every 
6,000 births. The delivery was 


carried out normally and without 
any complications, and the three 
babies were examined and pro- 
nounced in good condition by 
paediatrician Ahmad Abu Ghar- 
bieh. Dr. Sweidan added. 

Dr. Sweidan told the Jordan 
Times that the mother, 25-year- 
old Laila Ahmad Abdul Hafiz, 
was in an excellent condition but 
would not be able to give suffi- 
cient milk for the triplets and so 
they will be kept in the hospital’s 
incubator for one to two weeks to 
ensure that they gained some 
weight and that the mother would 
be capable of taking care of them. 

He said that the incubator pro- 
vides a controlled temperature 
and atmosphere for the three 
babies who were bom premature- 
ly, after only seven months of 
pregnancy. The triplets are the 
first children for Mrs. Abdul 
Hafiz. 
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ONE OF THE LARGEST EXCHANGE 
COMPANIES 
ANNOUNCES 


That it has vacancies for 

10 EMPLOYEES 

to occupy supervisory positions. Applicants 

should meet the following conditions: 

— Hold a B.A. degree in accountancy or 
economics 

— Excellent command of Arabic and English, 
both written and conversation 

| — a minimum of seven years banking experi- 
L ence in the budgetting field, three of which 
m should be of a supervisory position in thej 
same field. 


Applications and postal and phone addresses 
together with photocopies of credentials and 
academic certificates should be sent to: Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, P.Q. Box 28, Riyadh 11411 
Attention: Personnel Director. 
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Gorbachev’s glasnost 

MR. MIKHAIL Gorbachev's perceived need for changes both in 
Soviet domestic and foreign policies seems to have energised him to 
embark on a number of bold initiatives, deliberately straying from 
the beaten path of his predecessors. Soon after bis accession to the 
Kremlin leadership, he set out to stimulate changes in the 
international arena. His proposal aimed at ridding the world of all 
nuclear stockpiles by the turn of the century has attracted universal 
attention. He supported this stated objective with a unilaterally 
declared Soviet moratorium on nuclear tests, a proposal for drastic 
cuts in the number of nuclear weapons and a snap mini-summit with 
the U.S. President Ronald Reagan at Reykjavik last October. AO 
this suggests that General Secretary Gorbachev aims at effecting a 
structural change in the superpower relationship which for the last 
forty years has remained immutably grounded on the doctrine of 
nuclear deterrence on which international security and peace now 
depend. 

A good deal of Mr. Gorbachev's efforts to free the world from 
nuclear weapons was viewed in the West with cynicism and extreme 
scepticism, branding those attempts as exercises in propaganda. But 
what has raised eye-brows in the West more than any thing else is 
Mr. Gorbachev’s concerted effort to bring about domestic reforms 
in the Soviet Union. Most in the West may feel that he is about to stir 
a hornet’s nest. 

Mr. Gorbachev appears to have come down heavily on corriiptioa 
in high places, drunkenness, drug abuse, autocratic .management 
and a whole lot of other sorio-potitko-economlc evils in the Soviet 
Union. He does not fault the Co mmunis t system for the existence of 
such evils but blames individuals well entrenched in party positions 
wrongly applying Communist principles to further their own selfish 
interests without regard for the needs of ordinary Hfawn. He has 
advocated glasnost (openness) in discusring his people’s problems. 
He has also encouraged former dissident artists and writers to 
express themselves freely. He has initiated steps in freeing dissidents 
and prisoners of conscience from internal exile. AD these are 
indications that there is a gradual loosening of rigidity, dogmatism 
and regimentation that has characterised Soviet society in the past. 

What most astonishes the Western observers is perhaps Mr. 
Gorbachev's recent proposal to introduce the secret ballot in the 
election of party officials — a major initiative in his reform 
campaign. By this he is not about to overthrow the Communist 
system. His intentions are very dear. He says he wants to make 
members of the Communist party more efficient and committed to 
serve better the people and the state. He does not want to make a 
fetish of Communist ideology. While i«iarglty ‘u pholding Marxism- 
Leninism, it appears that he wants to redefine Communism and 
make it more relevant to the heeds and demands of Soviet society in 
the modern world. In trying to do this, one would expect that Mr. 
Gorbachev has his finger on the pulse of his own people. We will 
have to wait; only time can tell whether or not his attempts at 
reforms will be crowned with success. 

" 1 ¥ " 11 1 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: The continuing resistance 


ANTI-lsraeti demonstrations have broken out in the Syrian 
Golan Heights and other parts of the occupied Arab territories, 
proving once again that the struggle is still on for liberation and for 
ending Israel's occupation of Arab tend. Many of the demonstra- 
tions in the Arab towns were staged to protest against continued 
shelling and siege imposed on the Palestinian refugees in their 
camps around Beirut and in South Lebanon. The Palestinians, now 
under the yoke of Israeli occupation .have not forgotten their 
kinsmen elsewhere and have risen to' protest their continued 
sufferings. The inhabitants of the occupied territories have defied 
Israel’s arbitrary measures and have dashed with Israeli troops in 
the process of expressing their feelings and their sympathy with 
their brethren now being starved and shelled by the Amal militia in 
Lebanon. In the Syrian Golan Heights the Arab inhabitants rose 
against the occupation authorities on the fifth anniversary of 
Israel's annexation of their territory. They too want to prove to the 
world that they reject occupation and continue their struggle for 
freedom. This uprising against the invaders in the Golan and the 
occupied Palestinian land should move the whole Arab Nation to 
lake an all-out measure and unity its action and lift the injustice 
from the Arab dtizens now being exposed to Israel's atrocities. 

Al Dustour: Furthering democracy 

AS was expected, the referendum in Egypt held three days ago 
showed the Egyptian people's support for the dissolution of the 
Egyptian People's Council prior to holding a general election in 
April. The people voted on this measures as proposed by the 
government with the intention of allowing independent personali- 
ties to run for the new election. We were not surprised to see that 
90 per cent of the voters supported the dissolution of the council 
’because the motion was supported by the government's ruling party 
and the opposition alike. The move came after the Egyptian people 
have become convinced of the need to dissolve the council which 
would be entrusted with the task of re-electing a new president and 
probably facing the possibility of re-appointing Mr. Mubarak for a 
second term in office. Generally speaking the move has been 
welcomed by the public in Egypt and as it is being looked on as 
government response to part of the demands made by the 
opposition which hopes to make more gains in the coming election. 
The move is also considered as a gain for the president himself who 
has now won further public support for his liberal policies, rarely 
seen in other Third World countries. We regard the changes now 
going on in Egypt as a move towards further enhancing the meaning 
of democracy which Egypt opted for under President Mubarak. 

Sawt AJ Shaab : Selected targets 

IN the on-going war in the Gulf region, Iraq has been avoiding 
hitting civilian targets; and Iraqi planes have Men raiding selected 
targets in a bid to paralyse Iran’s war machine. Iraq has been keen 
on hitting military positions and also economic installations in order 
to convince the ruling regime in Tehran of the futility of the war 
against Iraq. In their attacks on Iranian cities, Iraqi pilots carefully 
select their targets because the Iraqi government and people do not 
want to kill civilians but aim rather to persuade the Iranian people 
of the need to seek peace and not war. In the battlefront, the Iraqis 
have been successful not only in repulsing Iranian attacks but also 
in deterring any faturc offensives; and it is now Iraq's intention to 
send a message to the Iranian people urging them to force their 
leaders to stop the war for which the Iranians themselves are paying 
so dearly with their lives and property. In return, the Iranian rulers 
who suffered defeat in the battlefield have been $endi ~,5 Jsato to 
Iraqi dries, killing and maiming innocent civilians. 


Tips for road safety 


IF you see a car coming your way and the driver is busy talking on 
his car telephone, please duck away and take immediate cover for 
who knows the driver with the telephone could be so engrossed 
with his conversation with his loved one or his business partner that 
he can no longer see you or notice your presence. Otherwise the 
next thing you could fee] would be a big bang against your car and 
blood gushing out of your head and limbs. 

Yet the streets of Amman and the roads and highways of Jordan 
are now fell of such cars zooming back and forth across the 
municipal and rural areas of our country. One would certainly feel 
more comfortable and safer if the introduction of this mode of 
technology to Jordanian style of mobile life was confined to the 
back seat passengers of motor vehicles. Indeed many countries of 
the world which had introduced this good service to their respective 
citizenry have confined its use to the non-driver seat passengers of 
cars in order to avoid distracting drivers from looking where they 
should be: straight ahead with full concentration and undivided 
attention. 

It does not take much imagination to realise that dialing a 
telephone number and engaging in conversations whether of 
romantic or business nature would lower considerably the attention 
of drivers. So, while one would welcome this transfer of technology 
to oar midst, we should question the wisdom of its deployment in a 
manner and situation which could be very prejudicial to public 
weal. Without mud) inconvenience to potential users of auto- 
telephones, concerned authorities could easily restrict the use of 
such telephones to such conditions as to maximise the safety of all 
the users of roads and highways. If the applicants for auto- 
telephones cannot afford to be chauffeured around, they would be 
better advised and the public more protected if they relinquish and 


By Dr. Waleed Sa’di 

foresake this added luxury and convenience. One may presume that 
big business executives and senior governmental officials who have 
a pressing need for telephone communications with the outside 
world at all times can afford to hire chauffeurs as well. We have the 
right to ask them to mate a choice as indeed is the case in all 
corners of the world which have incorporated an effective road 
safety policies. Let us not wait till we have a series of car accidents 
and fatalities on our streets and roads from negligence due to the 
use of auto-telephones before we see the light of day and act to stop 
this potential danger from confining to roam our streets. , 

Another valuable and timely tip to our drivers and pedestrians, 
which I humbly would like to submit, concerns the STOP signs on 
our roads and streets. I think all of us who are using our streets for 
one reason or another have already painfully discovered that there 
is a complete and utter disrespect by all for die STOP signs. And 
when I say ail, I mean also the traffic police. I have yet to see a 
traffic policeman who would stop a driver for violating the STOP 
sign. One gets the impression that in our road vocabulary, and 
practice, a STOP sign means DON'T STOP. Cars zoom pass these 
STOP signs unperturbed and unconcerned or bothered. And if yon 
happen to be a driver or pedestrian who counts on the observance 
of that sign, you would be better advised to stop doing so forthwith 
and start walking and driving defensively by also ignoring the 
existence of the STOP signs. I wish somebody whether from the 
police department or even from the insurance companies who 
ultimately foot the bill of these stupid violations would investigate 
this matter and determine the connection between the rate of 
accidents and fatalities on our roads and streets and the utter 
disrespect and disregard for the STOP sign. I feel certain there is an 


obvious correlation between the two phenomena and I equally feel 
certain that the statistics on this subject wouM bear me out. •. 

A third tip that I would like to offer to people in these regards is 
to refrain from putting their children and infants in the front-seat 
next to the driver. I am not just going to relate the fact that many 
countries prohibit putting chikJeni and infants m the front seats but 
I would like as well to appeal to common sense, common sense 
which was proven right by investigation and statistics. A child or 
infant does not benefit from a safety belt, presuming it is used m 
the first place. A sudden stop of a car could mean that the child or 
infant would be jerked forward against the windshield of the car 
w[th his or her head leading the impact point. If does not take much 
imag ination to appreciate what could happen to. such a c hild or 
infant. It is surprising that no one in our traffic department has- 
thought of this point and no legislation' has been enacted till now to 
deal with this matter. And while I am on this point on the need to 
provide our little ones with an added protection from ourselves* 
parents shonld be reminded that all car models have a lock system 
to prevent children from opening car doors while they are in 
motion. Legislation on this matter would -be likewise in order and 
timely. 

One can go on and on offering ideas on how to make our roads 
and streets safer, and the list of possible measures that could be 
incorporated can never be exhaustive. Authorities must continue 
the path that they have taken in making our roads safer. The recent 
'decision to reintroduce the mandatory use of safety belts would 
become a shallow measure if we continue to ignore the other 
aspects of road safely. Otherwise oar right hand would be takes 
away what our left band has saved. 


Sudan: Mutual ignorance fuels the north-south divide 


By Jill Lusk 


I' SUDAN'S first new year since 
1969 under a democratically 
elected government began with 
celebrations — the 31st 
anniversary of independence 
from Britain and Egypt. What 
was not celebrated was the fact 
that, on the very eve of independ- 
ence on January 1, 1956, war 
broke out in southern Sudan. 
That war is still being fought 
today. Despite 11 years of peace 
after the 1972 agreement, the 
south has suffered 20 years of war 
since independence. It now looks 
set to suffer its 21st. Though 
outsiders usually label this relent- 
less conflict “civil war,'' northern 
Sudanese have lived in peace 
throughout. It is the national 
army which, in the south, fights 
rebels from the south — often 
with troops from the south. 

In Sudan's virtually 
roadless million 
i square miles, nobody 
travels anywhere un- 
less they have to. 

It is hardly surprising,, then, 
that' most northerners consider 
the war largely a southern prob- 
lem, without relevance to their 
daily lives. In Sudan's virtually 
roadless million square miles, no- 
body travels anywhere unless 
they have to, so the remote south 
has no reality for most north- 
erners. For southerners, things 
are different. Poverty breeds 
migration and many move to the 
north to find work as domestic 
servants and casual labourers. 
This does not foster mutual 
understanding. Social contact be- 
' tween any northerners and south- 
erners is almost non-existent and 
the mutual ignorance of each 
others' ways of living and think- 
ing can be staggering to a fore- 
igner, to whom both sides 
earnestly confide prejudices por- 
trayed as “facts.” 

Northern attempts, to explain 
the war often involve a “com- 
munist,” but small, rebel band — 
the Sudanese People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) — controlled by 
any and every combination of 
alien interests. Not only supply- 
base Ethiopia and its ally, the 
Soviet Union, but also Britain, 
Israel, the U.S., Kenya, Uganda, 
voluntary agencies and Christian 
missionaries, especially the 
World Council of Churches, are 
all cast jn the role of villains. In 
many northern minds, southerners 
are not really considered capable 
of conducting a war, for which, in 
any case, no solid causes are 
acknowledged. The southern self- 
image of the underdog, however, 
tends to produce a more personal 
approach: hatred is frequently 
ie response to what is perceived 


as colonialist oppression. 

With dozens of tribes, each 
with its own language, religion 
and institutions, southern identity 
as a whole is widespread both in 
northern Sudan and abroad, and 
the unity this implies is based 
mainly on the Christian educated 
elite and the important historic 
and contemporary role of mis- 
sionaries. In addition, the north- 
ern Muslim majority finds it bard 
to accept the continued preva- 
lence of tribal religions which, 
unlike Christianity, constitute no 
religion at all to a M uslim . Yet, 
according to one church estimate, 
Christians are fewer than 30 per 
cent of the south's estimated six 
million people, while another 
put those in the rebel heartland of 
Upper Nile at a mere two per 
cent. 

The north is overwhelmingly 
Arabic-speaking and Muslim, 
and Islam permeates, at least 
passively, every aspect of fife. 
The dominant national ethos is 
therefore also solidly Muslim and 
“northern" — “Arab." to a south- 
erner. Northern identity is equ- 
ated with Sudanese identity ana is 
therefore not at stake for north- 
erners. At the 5 centre of the world 
and never having had the slightest 
interest in the south, many are 
genuinely puzzled by southern' 
accusations of oppression and de- 
mands for equality. Feeling their 
northern national identity under 
fire, they can easily interpret 
“southern ism” as separatism. 
Southerners, meanwhile, usually 
see the north as colonial. And, 
indeed, there exist many analo- 
gies with colonial attitudes con- 
tained in the fundamental 
assumption — albeit often uncon- 
scious — of superiority. Though 
not necessarily with conscious de- 
rogatory intent, southerners are 
often referred to as “slaves" 
(‘abend). 

Christians are fewer 
than 30 per cent of 
the south's estimated 
six million people. 

To this foundation have been 
added a host of claims and grie- 
vances. Southerners complain 
they axe excluded from the eco- 
nomic and political mainstream, 
which is broadly true. North- 
erners respond that millions of 
northern pounds were spent in 
the south with little economic 
effect and that, during Numeiri’s 
16-year reign, southerners en- 
joyed a degree of political free- 
dom unknown in the north — 
'which is also broadly true. 

By far the most crucial single 
point at issue remains the ques- 
tion of Islamic law (Sharia) which 
is totally unacceptable- to the 


Sudan 



SPLA and the vast majority of 
southerners. Prime Minister 
Sadiq Al Mahdi came to power 
on a platform of abolishing the 
“September Laws,” Numeiri’s 
harsh and very personal version 
of Sharia imposed in September 
1983. He himself had been im- 
prisoned for publidy condemning 
them. Yet nearly one year after 
the coalition took office in May 
1986, die Laws, though frozen, 
remain on the statute books. 
Moreover, the government has 
proposed that Islam, along with 
Christianity and what is carefully 
described as “custom,” should 
form the basis of the new con- 
stitution and legal system. “Secu- 
larism has no meaning in the 
Sudan,” Al Mahdi declared at his 
first press conference last April. 

But “secularism" has a lot of 
meaning for southerners and 
might constitute the SPLA's only 
non-negotiable demand. Not only 
the rebels reject the Islamic- 
Christian “compromise'’ propos- 
al. “A secular constitution would 
be best for the country,” the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Juba, Paotino Lukudo Loro, told 
me recently. Many southerners 
say they fear that any reference to 
Islam in the constitution would be 
the thin ead of the wedge of 
forced tslamidsation and, at the 
very least, would confirm them as 
“second-class dtizens.” 

Outside the fundamentalist 
National Islamic Front — com- 
monly known as the “Muslim 


Brotherhood" — it is not easy to 
find northerners who advocate 
Mamie law, espedafiy among the 
professional elite. iVo govern- 
ment ministers recently told me 
— privately — that they reject 
the Sharia. Yet, notwithstanding 
an assertive campaign by the 
Sudanese Bar Association, it is 
difficult for a Muslim to publicly 
demand a secular system. There 
is an astonishing lack of aware- 
ness of the importance of this 
issue to the south where fear of 
Islamidsation goes deep. Many 
join, the rebels, feeling they have 
nothing more to lose. “It is better 
to die honourably than live 
shamefully," is a common dictum 
among SPLA supporters. 

The north’s fundamental fai- 
lure to acknowledge the southern 
uprising's internal, Sudanese 
causes is amply reflected in gov- 
ernment policy — and is the 
greatest barrier to solving the 
problem. “There’s a basic block 
in northerners that stop them 
listening to southern demands," 
sighed one Western diplomat. 
“Even when they’re well-inten- 
tioned they're offensive — for 
instance, talking about the SPLA 
as mutineers.” Government ver- 
bal aggression has escalated in 
proportion to the SPLA’s physic- 
al aggression, notably since 16 
August, when rebels shot down a 
Sudan Airways scheduled flight 
to MalakaJ, killing all- 63 people 
on board. “There is no way for 
this government to share a plat- 


form with pirates and gangsters,” 
said Culture and Information 
Minister Mohammed Tawfrq 
Ahmed in an official response to 
the attack. 

The SPLA response that “war 
is war” is naturally rejected by a 
sovereign government — espe- 
cially one that is trying to solve 
the problem by showing that the 
.war does not exist Coming only 
two weeks after his long-awaited 
“summit” with the SPLA leader 
and former army colonel Dr. 
John Garang, the aircraft attack 
was clearly taken very personally 
by Al Mahdi. Peace talks were 
halted and the prime minister's 
line became to fry to isolate the 
SPLA, simultaneously attacking 
Ethiopia as die mam cause of the 
problem. “The army has seized 
the strategic initiative," declared 
Al Mahdi on January 8, dismis- 
sing claims that recent nrilitaiy 
success consisted only of normal 
dry-season activity. The SPLA 
has certainly held the initiative so 
far, ending each rainy season with 
significant territorial gains, so 
that, in six of the south's eight 
provinces, only about -a dozen* 
beleaguered towns remain under 
government control. Most are 
usually inaccessible to civilians, 
including relief agencies. 


Many join the re- 
bels feeling they have 
nothing more to lose. 

Though alleviated in die short 
term by recent food convoys, tins 
year’s food situation was recently 
described as “very bleak” by one 
aid official. Starvation still stalks 
the south, with over one millio n 
people estimated at risk in four 
provinces alone. This figure is 
accepted — though not adver- 
tised — by a government trying to 
show that the southern situation 
“is returning to normal." 

But “normality" in the south 
has long been war or the threat of 
war. Devoid of a coherent politic- 
al programme, the SPLA relies 
on traditional grievances to 
attract support for its aims, if not 
its metjiods. More surprisingly 
the government makes no 
attempt to woo the countless 
southerners whose first desire is 
to live in peace. For example, 
several hundred thousand peo- 
ple, surrounded in the govern- 
ment-hekl towns, receive no mor- 
al or fi nancial support. Teachers 
straggling to educate a “lost gen- 
eration" are paid only once every 
three months. Controlling access 
to the towns, soldiers supply 
black markets at astronomical 
prices far beyond popular reach. 

The suffering of ci vilians is 
reflected m the skeletal bodies of 


the tens of tho usands of destitutes 
who have trudged hundreds of 
miles to seek refuge in northern 
towns. One official puts arrivals 
in the capital alone at around 
1,000 per week. Some of the 
worst suffering is at the hands of 
the “friendly forces” — tribal, 
government-armed militias. 
These militias play a critical, 
guerrilla role which is beyond the 
conventional army's capability. 
This “proxy war” means that 
uncontrolled and unpaid fighters. 

indulge their most violent 
urges at civilian expense. Recent 
reports that the government in- 
tends arming the powerful Shifiuk 
tribe in Upper Nile have further 
alarmed observers, who fear this 
tribal fragmentation policy can 
only make the war that much 
harder to end. Similarly, attempts 
to fragment the SPLA would, if 
successful, increase tribal con- 
flict, and leave the government 
with no coherent interlocutor. 

A political solution remains die 
only option — a statement fre- 
quently made, but also contra- 
dicted, by Al Mahdi. Despite 
inutual displays of military 
strength, there can be no- military 1 
solution. “They each want to talk 
when they have military advan- 
tage — and military advantage is 
a very ephemeral thing," -com- 
mented one diplomat. So neither 
sides shows much interest in 
peace. 

In November, a peace mission 
by Sudanese church leaders 
raised hopes that negotiations 
might be resurrected. These con-, 
tacts are still being pursued, 
along with those by the National 
alliance of professional associa- 
tions, unions and parties which 
originally started negotiations 
moving. But the time-honoured 
gradual approach is also time- 
consuming — and the military 
situation moves faster. Inter- 
viewed by the Communist p arty 
daily Ai Kfeidan, the prime minis- 
ter was quoted as proposing: 
establishing friendly relations 
with Ethiopia, provoking an 
Ethiopia-SPlA “conflict of in- 
terests," and “encouraging defec- 
tions from the SPLA.” The gov- 
ernment, he expanded, would 
‘'return the south to normal,” 
disarm all factions carrying arms 
against the government and make 
“an international diplomatic 
offensive ' to explain Ethiopia's 
responsibility” for the conflict. 

The current, much-publicised 
army actions might just give the 
government the “ephemeral 
advantage" it needs to launch an 
internal diplomatic initiative in- 
stead — unless it falls in to the 
trap of believing its own prop- 
aganda that a final military vic- 
tory, and thereby a “solution,” is 
almost in its grasp — Middle East 
International, London;. 


Deep differences threaten success of any new arms forum 


By George Jahn 

The Associated Press 

VIENNA, Austria — The War- 
saw Pact has accepted a NATO 
invitation to discuss launching 
new European conventional arms 
talks. Bnt an exploratory meeting 
Tuesday is threatened by deep 
East-West differences on who 
should attend new negotiations. 

The 16-nation Atlantic alliance 
remains secretive about proposed 
participation and other details. 
But Western diplomats, who 
asked for anonymity, said Friday 
that NATO wants to uegotiate 
only with the seven Warsaw Pact 
nations, a plan opposed by the 
Soviets and their allies. 

Warsaw pact countries have 
repeatedly called for broad parti- 
cipation in any conventional arms 
talks covering all of Europe’s 
territory. They want them open 
to all 35 countries that signed the 
Helsinki final act on European 


security and cooperation. 

The 35 signatories — the Un- 
ited States/ Canada, the Soviet 
Union and all European states 
except Albania — are meeting in 
the Austrian capital to review the 
Helsinki act and compliance to its 
provisions. 

In wanting to throw open new 
talks on troops and weapons, the 
Soviet bloc countries point to the 
success the last Helsinki-type 
conference had on a related issue. 

The 35 countries ended more 
than 30 months of negotiations in 
Stockholm, Sweden, last Septem- 
ber, by adopting specific mea- 
sures to reduce toe risk of milit- 
ary confrontation in Europe. 

NATO and Warsaw Pact na- 
tions agreed to give each other 
advance wanting of all si gnifican t 
military exercises across an area 
of Europe stretching from toe 
Atlantic to toe Ural mountains, 
traditionally regarded as the 
geographic boundary with Asia. 


Both sides hailed the accord, 
the first of its kind since toe 
strategic limitation treaty, SALT 
n, was signed in 1979. 

Yuri Kashlev, toe chief Soviet 
delegate to the Vienna review 
conference, said in an interview 
published Friday that the Warsaw 
Pact will tell NATO Tuesday that 
new’ talks on conventional 


weapons should be open to all 
Helsinki signatories. 

There are ong oing talks' on 
conventional troops and 
weapons, but these are restricted 
to toe Central European theatre, 
and to 19 NATO and Warsaw 
Pact nations. 

Those talks, also in Vienna, are 


bogged down in their 14th year 
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need for new negotiations cover- 
ing all of Europe. 

On Tuesday, “we will ... ex- 
pound our position that there are 
not only NATO and Warsaw 
treaty member states between the 
Atlantic Ocean and die Ural 
mountains,” Kashlev told the 
Hungarian Communist Party’s 
Nepszabadsag newspaper. 

Lieut. Gen. Jiri Brychta of 
Czechoslovakia, Ins country's de- 
puty chief of staff, said Friday the 
Vienna review conference was 
the place to achieve cuts in con- 
ventional troops and weapons. 

East-West differences are 
reflected by Soviet and U.S. 
choices of representation at the 
Tuesday meeting, to be held over 
breakfast at the French embassy 
in Vienna. 

The NATO decision to press 
for bloc-to-bioc talks appears to 
represent a victory for toe United 


States over France, winch is 
“ember of the North Ai 
Treaty Organisation's m 
structure. 

France reportedly also 
favoured broadening part 
tion to include aH 35 stab 
volved in die H elsinki pn 

The differences were irone 
last week in Brussels, bi 
details were made public. 

French diplomats in V 
have declined comment oi 
reported dispute with the U 

States, or ih Outcome. 

The NATO stance is sure 
unpopular with Europe’s m 
and oon aHgn cd countries, \ 

also are pressing to be indue 
any new conventional amy 
troop talks. 

Austria’s chief <j e k 
Rudolf Torovsky, told rax 
Friday that all states party! 
Helsinki accords should pj 
pate, whether or not they fr 
to a military affiance. 
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Bloody execution of Mary Queen of Scots remembered 400 years on 


By Michael Wise 

Reuter 

FOTHERINGHAY, England — 
A simple metal plaque marks the 
spot where Mary Queen of Scots 
was beheaded 400 years ago. 
There is little other sign that the 
village of Fotheringhay was the 
scene of one of the most trauma- 
tic events in British history. 

The River Nene flows placidly 
past the remainder of the castle 
keep where Scotland's Catholic 
ruler met death at the order of 
her cousin. Queen Elizabeth of 
England, on February 8, 1587. 

The 400th anniversary is being 
, marked around Britain with cere- 
v monies, exhibitions and lectures, 
and the Catholic archbishop of 
Northampton wiU celebrate a 
mass in Fotheringhay’s Protestant 
parish church for the repose of 
Mary's soul. 

The mass in the Anglican sanc- 
tuary is a sign that the political 
and religious antagonism the ex- 
ecution inspired is fading. 

For years at the start of this 


century, one Scotsman made a 
pilgrimage here to lay a wreath 
on the anniversary of Mary’s 
death but eventually had re be 
toned from the site because of 
his violent language about the 
reigning British royal family. 

‘Things have cooled down a 
great deal,” said Gordon Donald- 
son, Queen Elizabeth's honorary 
historiographer for Scotland. 
“Few people treat her (Mary) as 
a plaster saint anymore. Not 
many would denounce her as a 
ruthless criminal.” 

Father David Woodard, a 
Catholic priest whose church is 
near Fotheringhay, south of 
Peterborough in central England, 
believes a tragic atmosphere lin- 
gers over the meadow that now 
covers the place where Mary was 
killed. 

‘Tve always found it the 
gloomiest place ever,” be said. 
“A shadow hangs over it.” 

■ Legend has it that Mary’s son, 
James VI of Scotland (who also 
became James I of England), 
razed the castJe out of vengeance 


following the unification of -the 
English and Scottish crowns, 
although villagers say its stones 
were gradually dragged away to 
construct new buildings. 

An hm in the next town boasts 
that its oak staircase is the one 
Mary descended as she went to 
the chopping block. The outline 
of a crown on the balustrade was 
reputedly scratched into it by 
Mary in her final hoars. 

A lump of masonry, watched 
over by grazing sheep, is all that 
is left where Mary ended a 44- 
year-long life of romance, com- 
plex intrigue a ad dignified captiv- 
ity after Elizabeth resolved to get 
rid of her rival for the English 
throne. 

Mary’s beauty and regal de- 
meanour made her a 16th-century 
femme fatale who has captivated 
popular as well as scholarly in- 
terest until die present day. 

Born to James V of Scotland 
and France’s Mary of Guise in 
1542, Mary Queen of Scots had 
the misfortune to be crowned 
while only a week old in the midst 


of great religious and political 
uncertainty. Scotland was under- 
going the shock of the Protestant 
reformation and English Catho- 
lics were to hail her as the rightful 
heir to her unde, Henry Vm. 

She had three husbands — 
becoming a widow at 18 after 
going to France for a dynastic 
marriage to the heir to the French 
throne, marrying for passion the 
second time round with a hand- 
some nobleman who was later 
murdered and then unwisely 
choosing the chief suspect in the 
crime as her third consort. 

Mary often dashed with the 
Scottish nobility and the fiery 
Calvinist preacher John Knox. 
Outrage over the last marriage 
resulted in her being deposed in 
favour of her infant son. 

Nineteen years of imprison- 
ment in England followed, until 
Elizabeth at last signed her death 
warrant when a Catholic plot to 
overthrow her with Mary’s assent 
was uncovered. "Suffer or strike, 
strike or be struck,” the English 
queen concluded. 


Mary was first buried in Peter- 
borough Cathedral. Her son, who 
succeeded Elizabeth to the En- 
glish throne, moved the body to 
Westminster Abbey in London in 
1612 and erected an imposing 
tomb which became a shrine for 
Catholics deeming her a martyr. 

Many Scottish historians today 
contend that the religious aspect 
of Mary’s plight has been over- 
played. "Mary only became 
attached to the Catholic church 
when all else foiled,” said histor- 
iographer Donaldson. 

"The idea that Mary was an 
ultra -Papist was rubbish.” 

Donaldson and others have 
argued that during the later years 
of her life, kinship and sovereign 
allegiance were the prime moti- 
vating factors for most Scots 
rather than religion. 

"What is more important to 
most people was a loyalty to the 
crown, never mind that she's 
Catholic,” said Dr. Michael 
Lynch of the University of Edin- 
burgh. 

Lynch said that historical work 


about Mary in recent years has 
tended to focus on the day-to-day 
relations between Mary’s royal 
household and her governing 
privy council. 

“The spotlight is no longer on 
Mary as "Maiy the tragic queen” 
but on Mary as a ruler ... 
although there are all sorts of 
things that are cropping up.” 

Last month, the keeper of 
Scotland's National Portrait Gal- 
lery identified a 16th-century 
French court painting of a half- 
naked woman, entitled “Dame a 
sa toilette,” as the queen who 
several years later held a rosary in 
her hand and whispered “Sweet 
Jesus” as her neck was struck 
three times with an axe. 

The author of a recent book 
about Mary, historian Dr. Rosa- 
lind Marshall, swiftly sought to 
rebut this as a case of mistaken 
identity. "It is extremely unlikely 
that Mary,” Marshall said, "with 
her great sense of her own majes- 
ty, would have allowed herself to 
be shown in this particular con- 
text.” 


.^Lawmakers say 
de Harrods seeking 
to undermine 
staff conditions 


By Michael West 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — All is not -well at 
Harrods. Despite denials by the 
famous London department 
store, 63 legislators accused its 
Egyptian owners last Wednesday 
of trying to undermine pay and 
conditions of the staff. 

A union is threatening strike. 

A House of Commons motion 
signed by the legislators, all mem- 
bers of the opposition Labour 
Party, accused the three super- 
rich A1 Fayed brothers who 
bought Harrods in 1985 of a 
series of moves against the 3,800 
member staff. 

"The recent wage settlement 
was imposed without agreement, 
promises to improve sick pay and 
^pensions were not kept and 
attempts are now being made to 
increase working hours and cut 
overtime payments.” the motion 
alleged. 

The motion, a purely formal 
means of registering complaints 
by legislators, is unlikely to be 
debated' -by the 'Commons. 

The 385 .400-strong Union of ■ 
Shop, Distributive and Allied 
Workers (USDAW), meanwhile, 
said the 900 Harrods staff it rep- 
resents have voted 5-1 for a 
strike. Union members object to 
a recent extension of operating 
hours in the evening. 

Talks are continuing between 
union and management in hopes 
of averting such a strike. 

John Fahey, a union organiser, 
said: "The company has intro- 
duced new trading hours un- 


ilaterally, without discussion and 
without agreement. It has 
breached our existing trading 
agreements.” 

But Harrods management said 
in a statement that most staff 
members are happy working the 
new houra introduced two weeks 
ago and that the change has been 
made to keep in line with other 
West End stores. 

Mohamed A1 toyed and his 
brothers Ali and Salah acquired 
Harrods and 106 other depart- 
ment stores around the country in 
March 1985 when they took over 
the British House of Fraser 
parent group in a £615 milli on 
(then worth $664 million) deal. 

The A1 Fayeds also own the 
Ritz Hotel in Paris and have 
worldwide interests in banking, 
oil, shipping and construction. 

Harrods staff have been given 
letters from Mohamed AJ Fayed 
addressed “Dear colleague” and 
telling them: “As chairman and 
owner I would assure you that I 
do have your best interests at 
heart and am totally oominitted'' 
, to making your everyday working 
environment more pleasant and 
rewarding.” 

But Fahey alleged that pay and 
conditions for Harrods staff are 
"amongst the worst in the retail 
trade.” 

He said junior sales staff are 
allowed only 12 days a year sick 
leave on full pay and that women 
who worked for 44 years at Har- 
rods get pensions on retirement 
worth less than half the salary 
they received while working. 


Thousands of school 
teachers fired in Chile 


By Eva Vergara 

The Associated Press 

SANTIAGO, Chile — 
Thousands of teachers across 
Chile will be beading for unem- 
ployment lines as the 1987 school 
year begins. 

The military government fired 
nearly 8,000 elementary and high 
school teachers, more than 5 per 
cent of the nation’s total, in Janu- 
ary and February, the Southern 
Hemisphere’s summer vacation 
time. 

The government claims the fir- 
ings are necessary because of a 
large teacher surplus that will top 
40,000 by the end of the decade. 
Because of this, it says, the firings 
wSl have no real impact on the 
quality of education at the na- 
tion's 12,000 public and municip- 
al schools. 

But leaders of teachers’ unions 
and other associations claim the 
real reasons for die firings stem 
from politics and economics. 
They also dispute the govern- 
ment’s contention that the dismis- 
sals will not seriously harm the 
quality of education of some 3 
million students. 

Education Minister Sergio 
Gaete said in early January, when 
the firings first started, that 4,000 
tq 6,000 teachers would lose their 
jobs. But five weeks later, more 
than 7.700 had 'already been 
fired. 

“It's going to be chaos at most 
schools as a result of these fir- 
ings,” said Jorge Pavez, president 
of Chile’s National School 
Teachers Trade Union. The 
school year begins March 9. 

Fernando Azula, another 
teachers’ union leader, said the 
firings are politically motivated, 
since “a large majority of those 
fired are critical of foe military 
government.” 

Osvaldo Verdugo, president of 
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foe Chilean Professional Associa- 
tion of School Teachers, said the 
firings will have a negative impact 
on education because they will 
create “an atmosphere of perma- 
nent fear” among teachers. 

"A teacher who feels his job is 
in danger will probably have very 
little to deliver to his students,” 
he said. “Teachers will become 
mere bureaucrats instead of edu- 
cators.” 

The government claims it is 
firing teachers Who lack an 
academic degree or are nearing 
the legal retirement age. 

But Verdugo said many of his 
colleagues who have lost their 
jobs were fired because they are 
active in foe trade unions. 

He said in an interview that 
more than 40 per cent of the 
teachers fired have their degrees. 

Azula said by firing the 
teachers, foe government also is 
seeking to reduce foe fiscal deficit 
to meet conditions set by the 
International Monetary Fund for 
new financial resources for Chile. 
The nation has a $20 billion fore- 
ign debt. 

For decades, education in 
Chile had been almost entirely in 
foe hands of foe state. But under 
foe 13-year-old military regime of 
Gen. Augusto Pinochet, author- 
ities have encouraged private 
education, and all public schools 
are being transferred from foe 
ministry of education to munici- 
palities. 

Said Azula: “In fact, the gov- 
ernment is resigning its* duties in 
this field, leaving foe responsibil- 



A teacher hits back during a demonstration 
Santiago 

ity of educating our children in 
foe hands of the private sector. 

This is a mercantile approach to 
education, because private 
schools are supposed to earn pro- 
fits.” 


last week in 


To encourage private schools, 
foe government subsidises them 
at an average of $10 a month per 
student. The subsidies are sus- 
pended when foe students fail to 
advance to a higher grade. 


U.S. girl pianist continues entertaining 


By Carolyn Lumsden 

The Associated Press 

WEST BOYLSTON, Mas- 
sachusetts — An 11-year-old girl 
who spoke her first word at 1 
month, quoted Shakespeare at 1 
year and starred in foe movie 
“Dune” at 7 has found a new 
challenge as an entertainer. 

Alicia Witt now runs through 
everything from Mozart sonatas 
to Broadway ballads every Friday 
night at a local dinner to pay for 
her budding career as a conceit 

pianist. 

Her long red hair trailing below 
the piano bench, she sits with 
ruler-like straightness, plunking 
away at Cole Porter tunes one 
minute, a Tchaikovsky piece foe 
next. Sometimes she is joined by 
her 9-year-old brother, Ian, also 
an anrard-winnmg pianist. 

Besides show business, Alicia’s 
list of ambitions includes being a 
drugstore clerk, living on a farm, 
and raising four chfldren, “be- 


cause that’s a lucky number.” 

Her mother, Diane Witt, said 
Alicia has won every piano com- 
petition she entered after only 
three years of classical training. 
But on foe salary of her father, 
who teaches science at a junior 
high school, foe family cannot 
afford to travel to faraway con- 
tests, Mis. Witt said. 

The family’s tight budget has 
not stopped foe voracious appe- 
tite for knowledge Alicia has 
shown since she was a baby. 

Her mother said Abda said 
“Hi” at 1 month and began read- 
ing at 7 months. At 2 years old, 
foe knew the names of every 
member of the U.S. cabinet and 
shocked an Internal Revenue 
Service agent who visited foe 
house by grabbing a tax guide and 
reading it aloud, Mrs. Witt said. 

“Sometimes it astonished you, 
sometimes it frightened you, that 
a chOd this young could do these 
things,” said Elizabeth Harring- 
ton, who lived near foe Witts 


until a few years ago. 

A published photo of foe tod- 
dler engrossed in a women’s 
magazine led to articles about her 
talents and appearances on televi- 
sion shows. 

Mrs. Witt said she taught Ali- 
cia at home- because her own 
experience teaching large classes 
of children of varying abilities 
taught her "school can really des- 
troy all that curiosity.” 

Alicia derides day to day what 
to study, whether it is a chapter 
from her mother’s college trig- 
nometry textbooks or a new 
piano technique, Mrs. Witt said. 

Piano judges have been im- 
pressed with her talents. 

“Superior performances in 
style, grasp of each piece, inter- 
pretation,” wrote M. Freiberg, a 
retired professor of music at Tufts 
University, in an evaluation dur- 
ing a statewide contest. “Superior 
technique, tone, intonation and 
more — superior stage presence. 
A real pianist.” 
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Bitter salts 

NO one could question the wisdom behind the government 
measures to cnrfa imports and to promote local products, but at 
whose expense? Jt was foe government, indeed, that in foe boom 
years allowed the Import of all sorts of consumer commodities 
and got people used to a life of affluence and a variety of goods. 

In the early 1980’s we used to hear a lot about standardisation 
and metrology and the government’s drive to improve local 
products. Two examples of locally-produced commodities which 
are afforded protection are spaghetti and table salt. 

Many people, including myself, complain that locally-pro- 
duced pastas, no matter bow long you boil them, never seem to be 
cooked, f asked a pasta manufacturer: why? Basic materials, 
imported by the Ministry of Supply, are of poor quality and that 
produces low-standard outputs, he replied. 

Table salt Is another bitter issue. One year ago, there are 
reports that a JD 1 million factory in Azraq was being set up with 
German assistance. Now that table salt Imports have been 
banned, it seems that our manufacturers have discovered a 
“formula” for producing brown salt. 1, for one, use foe coffee 
grinder to reduce the big chunks of salt into a powder. One has to 
improvise in these conditions. 

Protection of local products through banning imports only 
seems to be “healthy” for factory-owners, and unless the 
controls of standardisation and metrology are strictly applied, 
the result will not be in the best interests of the consumer or the 
country. There are many people who preach that if protection is 
to be accorded to our industries they should earn it first. The only 
alternative would be to let the market forces of competition 
dictate the winner. Unfortunately, with Jordan's limited popula- 
tion, competition is not posable when many products are 
monopolised by one or occasionally two factories. 

While we appreciate the financial and economic constraints 
that dictate protectionism, there can be no justification, moral or 
material, for low-standard products. 


Legal challenge to 
Mafia faces problems 


By Barry Moody 

Reuter 

PALERMO, Sicily — A year ago 
this week foe Italian state laun- 
ched its biggest assault on foe 
Mafia, bringing nearly 470 
alleged gangsters to trial in the 
heart of their Sicilian fiefdom. 

The trial was foe first time any 
such case had been tried in Paler- 
mo, foe Mafia’s central power 
base. It was widely seen as a 
chance to cripple foe centuries- 
old criminal society, which is 
embedded in foe fabric of Sicily 
but has spread its tentacles all 
over Italy, the United States and 
elsewhere. 

This week's anniversary passed 
in a sharply different atmosphere, 
with much of .the early optimism 
dashed. Public interest in the 
case, which created long queues 
outside foe specially built, heavily 
fortified courtroom in the early 
daw, has largely dissipated. 

The public galleries are almost 
deserted and press coverage is 
sparse. 

Much of the reason for this is 
that foe trial has been paralysed 
and its outcome severely en- 
dangered by defence lawyers 
asserting a previously little-used 
legal right to have court docu- 
ments read out aloud. 

Many of these have been eli- 
minated by common consent but 
300,000 pages remain to be read. 
Since only 5,000 have been eli- 
minated in foe three months since 
the lawyers adopted this tactic, 
foe process could take years. 

But under the terms of pre- 
sentence detention, more than 
100 of foe jailed defendants must 
be released in May unless a ver- 
dict is reached by then. 

The much heralded trial risks 
foundering in a sea of paper while 
cages containing some of Sicily’s 
most notorious Mafia suspects 
are emptied. 

In the words of Giusto Sciac- 
chitano, one of a pool of magis- 
trates who handle all Mafia inves- 
tigations in Palermo: “The credi- 
bility of the state is at stake." 

In response. Justice Minister 
VLrgjnio Rognoni is pushing a law 
through parliament which will ex- 
clude court sessions in counting 
pre-sentence detention and abol- 
ish the right to read out docu- 
ments. 

This move has been greeted 
with dismay by many lawyers who 
see it as unconstitutional. 

But anti-Mafia magistrates say 


the law must be passed. Giuseppe 
Ayala, one of foe two trial pro- 
secutors. says politicians must 
accept their responsibility. 

“If foe Italian political class 
does not want these people let 
out of jail, it knows what it must 
do. There are no alternatives. It 
is essential.” he told Reuters. 

Like other magistrates and 
police, Ayala says that if there is 
public disappointment in foe trial 
it is because the damage it would 
infli ct on foe Mafia was widely 
overestimated. 

"Much public opinion, even a 
majority, seemed to believe it 
would be a decisive blow. But we 
never believed this. We always 
said it would be a very important 
stage but part of a process which 
assumed other steps.” 

Antonino Nicti, chief of foe 
Palermo police investigation 
branch, told Reuters: “This is an 
important moment in the struggle 
but it does not represent the 
defeat of foe Mafia. The trial 
inflicted a heavy blow but the 
Mafia is not in full decline yet. 
Nevertheless it is without a doubt 
weaker than before.” 

Ayala said that investigators 
did not have enough information 
to establish how much damage 
had been done to foe Mafia but 
"I have foe impression that foe 
organisation is continuing... we 
are not surprised, we knew it 
would not finish with the maxi- 
trial." 

Another senior Palermo police 
officer, who asked not be named, 
said foe case had a deep symbolic 
significance, . demonstrating to 
Sicilians the state's determination 
to combat foe organisation on its 
own ground. 1 . 


SHAKHSHIR 
Rent A Car 


1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-con- 
dition cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good rates 

Middle East Hotel 
Tel: 668958 


CORFU 

<7*«lCTAVS_fe*JA 

The First and Only Greek 
SRestaurant In Jordan 
H TONIGHT 

m AND EVERY NIGHT 

..ZORBA THE GREEK. 1 


LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN . 2ND CIRCLE 

OPP FRENCH LOAF 

TEL- 641585 mo COVER CMMGE 



l/MWt 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st ClrciB, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away fas available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

D, J. 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yamouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m . 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Mandarin 

Chinese Restaurant. 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming pot is 
available 

Take away avaflafafe 

Open dailv 1 2.-00 - 15:30 
18:00 - 23:30 

WafoSaqra Road -near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 
Tel: 661922 


The Ideal Residence for Expatriates A 
Businessmen 


IIAIMITEL E© Infills 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartment^ 
To Satisfy Good Taste 
HOTEL * APARTOTEL * 
RESTAURANT 



c 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping. 

forwarding. 
International moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 



M W SERVICE FOR 
EXPATRIATES 


We are able to advise and 
follow up on all your 
governmental 
procedures. 

* Work Permits. 

* Residence Permits. 

* Renewal of all licences. 

* Visas for visitors. 

Let your headache become 
mhie, 

Tel: 604088 

Ali Rawasfadeh. 
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Coghlan wins indoor mile, 
McRae (misprints Lewis 


Finn Salonen fights off 
challenges to win rally 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey (AP) — Ire- 
land’s Earaonn Coghlan used a strong finishing 
kick to win his fourth consecutive indoor mile race 
of the season, while Lee McRae’s sizzling start 
carried him to victory over Carl Lewis and Ben 
Johnson in the men’s dash in the U.S. Olympic 
Invitational Track and Field Meet at the Meadow- 
lands Arena. 


In addition, Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee scored a rare double, win- 
ning the women's high hurdles 
and long jump. 

Coghlan, the fastest indoor 
miler in history — he set the mark 
of 3 minutes, 49.78 seconds in this 
meet four years ago — was clock- 
ed in 3:56.83. The race Saturday 
night was slow, because the ex- 
pected pacesetter, Charles Cher- 
uiyot of Kenya, did not go out 
quickly. 

The victory was a record fourth 
for Coghlan in the race’s 18-year 
history! His previous triumphs 
had come in 1980, 1983 and 1985. 
He had shared the meet record of 
three victories with Marty Li- 
quori, the winner in 1969-70-71. 

McRae, a junior at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh and holder 
of the world indoor best in the- 
55-metre dash, beat his two more 
heralded opponents in 6.04 
seconds, the fastest in the world 
this year. 

Joyner-Kersee. the world re- 
cord holder in the heptathlon and 
named the outstanding women's 
track and field athlete of the year 
for 1986. led all the way in win- 


ning the women's 55-metre hur- 
dles in 7.45 and took the long 
jump at 21 feet, 10 inches. 

Her winning jump came on her 
first attempt and broke the mark 
of 21- 8. 3-4 set by Vali Ionescu of 
Romania and Carol Lewis in 
1985. 

Lewis finishd second this time 
at 21-6. 

Joyner-Kersee competed-in the 
hurdles and long jump at nearly 
the same time — with the long 
jump starting five minutes before 
the hurdles heats. Because of her 
big first jump, however, she was 
able to get some rest, passing two 
of her six attempts. 

Her burdles time smashed the 
meet record of 7.46, set by 
Stephanie Hightower in 1984. 

Meanwhile, Greg Foster con- 
tinued unbeaten this season, win- 
ning his fifth consecutive high 
hurdles race, capturing the 55- 
metre event in 7.01 with a power- 
ful finish. 

Canada’s Mark McKoy got off 
to a blazing start in the hurdles 
and led until the final barrier, 
when Foster overtook him. 

NCAA champion Gwen Ton- 


Mandlikova upset by 
Garrison in California 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — In a 
match that included a point 
penalty, an injury time out and a 
brief flood of tears, top-seeded 
Hana Mandlikova of Czechoslo- 
vakia was upset in the semi-finals 
of the S15U.000 California 
Women's Tennis Tournament. 

The favourite lost to third-seed 
Zina Garrison of the United 
States 7-5. 4-6, 6-2, in two hours 
and 15 minutes on Saturday 
night. 

Garrison will meet unseeded 
Sylvia Hanika of West Germany 
in the finals. 

Hanika defeated an ailing 
Kathy Rinaldi of the United 
Stales, the second seed. 1-6, 6-3, 
6-2. in the other semi-final. 

Mandlikova made a shaky 
start, surviving three break points 
in the first game, but it was not 
until the ninth game that the 
American was able to break Man- 


dlikova's serve as the Czech vol- 
leyed a forehand wide. 

Garrison was broken when she 
served for the set at 5-4 but 
succeeded at 6-5 after breaking 
the Czech for the second time. 
Garrison won die first set as 
Mandlikova netted a backhand 
return. 

The second set proceeded with- 
out incident until the ninth game 
when Mandlikova was warned for 
receiving coaching. Her coach is 
former Dutch player Betty Stove, 
who was seated in the stands 
close to the court. 

Mandlikova ridiculed the 
umpire for the warning and won 
the 'set 6-4, breaking Garrison in 
the 10th game. 

Still bristling at the warning, 
Mandlikova was given a point 
penalty for abuse of the umpire as 
she changed ends at 1-2 down in 
the second set 


INVITATION TO TENDER 

GROUP MEDICAL INSURANCE PLAN 
FOR LOCALLY RECRUITED 
EMPLOYEES AND THEIR 
DEPENDANTS 
UNRWA -JORDAN 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in Jordan announces an 
invitation to tender for a group medical insurance 
plan to cover its locally recruited employees and 
their dependants. 

The plan covers medical treatment by doctors in 
their private clinics or at the employees residences. 
It also covers treatments at hospitals including 
surgical operations in accordance with conditions 
and benefits established in the Agency’s Special 
Insurance Plan. 

Interested insurance companies which have ex- 
perience in handling similar projects are invited to 
obtain copies of the forms of invitation to tender and 
the tender special conditions from the Field Person- 
nel Officer in the Field Office HQ.. Tla' Al Ali near 
Rashid Tlea' Secondary Boys Sch., behind Utaibi 
Gas Station, P.O. Box 484, Amman. These tender 
documents are available at JD 20 which is non- 
ref undable. 

Tenderers must submit with their tenders a bank 
guarantee of JD 50,000. Tenders not supported by 
this bank guarantee will not be considered. 

The agency will notify successful and unsuccessful 
tenderers of its decision with respect to their 
tenders as soon as possible after the tenders are 
opened. It reserves the right to cancel the tender, to 
reject any or all tenders and to award the contract 
without disclosing the reason or reasons therefore. 

Tenders will be accepted in sealed en- 
velopes to be put in the tender box in the 
office of General Services Officer at the 
agency’s office at the above address up to 
11.00 hours on Thursday 5 March 1987. 


ence of Georgia took the 
women’s 55-metre dash in a 
meet-record 6.61, taking com- 
mand! about halfway through the 
race, easily beating runner-up' 
Meriene Ottey-Page of Jamaica. 
The previous meet record of 6.66 
was set by Alice Brown in 1985. 

Maryanne Torrellas, a mother 
of three from Connecticut, set a, 
world indoor best of 6:01.16 in 
the women's 1300-metre race 
walk. Her time was more than 27 
seconds faster than the previous 
mark of 6:28.46, set by Giuliana 
Salce of Italy in 1986. 

A world indoor best also was 
broken in the men’s 1300-metre 
race walk, as Tun Lewis clocked 
5:17.17, reducing the previous' 
mark by more than five seconds. 
Austria’s Martin Toporek had set 
the former mark of 5:22.7 in 
1983. 

Michael Conley, the 1984 
Olympic silver medallist, won a 
hotly contested triple jump. 
World record holder Patrik 
Sjoeberg of Sweden could do no 
better than fourth, at 7-3, 3-4. 

Sjoeberg bad two possible ex- 
cuses — he had competed in 
Madrid Thursday and he is not 
accustomed to jumping on the 
American indoor boarded sur- 
faces, doing most of his jumping 
on the bounder European tracks. 

Other men’s winners included 
Paul Donovan of Ireland in the 
3,000 metre in 7:47.95. 

In other women's events, Lynn 
Williams of Canada captured the 
mile in 4:35.35, edging Britain’s 
Wendy Sly. 


World records 
tumble at 
skating tourney 

HEERENVEEN, Netherlands 
(AP) — Soviet skater Nikolai 
Gulyaev won the men’s World 
Speedskating Championships on 
Sunday, an event marked by a 
spate of shattered world records 
on all but one distance. 

Gulyaev, 21, won the 1,500- 
metre event, setting a new world 
record, finished second on the 
500 metres and 5,000 metres and 
seventh on the 10-kflometre 
event. 

Oleg Bozyev of the Soviet Un- 
ion held (he second-place posi- 
tion in the final standings, while 
Michael Hadschieff of Austria 
was third. — ... 

- World records were broken on 
the 1300 metres, where Gulyaev 
set the new standard at 1 minute 
52.70 seconds, the 5,000 metres, 
with Dutchman Leo Visser dock- 
ing 6 minutes 47.01 seconds on 
Saturday, while Geir Karlstad of 
Norway broke the 10,000-metre 
record, finishing in 14 minutes 
03.92 seconds. 

It was the first-ever World 
Speedskating Championship held 
on an indoor 400-metre track. 

During the 10-kilometre event, 
Visser successfully attacked Karl- 
stad’s year-old record of 14 mi- 
nutes 12.14 seconds, finishing in 
14 minutes 11.63 seconds. 


KARLSTAD, Sweden (R) — 
Finland’s Timo Salonen held on 
to his lead to win the Swedish 
World Championship Motor Ral- 
ly by 23 seconds, fighting off a 
challenge from Sweden’s Mikael 
Eriksson. 

Salonen, who won here when 


Officials said the International 
Motor Sports Federation (FISA) 
had examined all cars carefully 
before the race started, Friday, 
and spot checks were made by 
FISA officials as late as Saturday 
morning. 

Behind the leading duo, reign- 


he became world champion two tag world champion Jnha Rank- 
years ago, took the lead from' kunen of Finland rose to third 
Eriksson at the 17th special stage placs* 15 seconds ahead of Swede 
Saturday morning and held it Ingvar Carisson. Kankkunen’s 
throughout. En route to a total Lancia was 1.46 behind Salonen, 
time of four hours 11 minutes Carisson was 2.01 behind in a 
over the 26 stages covering 400 Mazda, 
kilometres, he won six of Satur- Markku Alen, another Finnish 
day’s 12 stages in his Mazda 323. driver, nearly lost his fifth place 
Eriksson, in a Lancia Delta, at the final stage, when his Lancia 
lost 37 seconds on Salonen on developed engine problems and 
that crucial 17th stage. lost 1.16 to stage winner 

“It was a hard fight all day, and Eriksson, 
speeds were very high,” Salonen Kankkunen took the world 
said, adding: “This was a big championship lead on 27 points 
victory, and an important win for after having finished second in 
the team.” this year’s first event in Monte 

“It was the first win for the Carlo. Italian Lancia driver Mas- 
four-weel drive, turbo-charged simo Biasion, winner there, 

Mazdas, made in specification to shares second place with Salonen 
new rules introduced this year. on 20 points. 


Holyfield floors challenger 
four times to retain title 


RENO, Nevada (R) — World 
Boxing Association (WBA) 
junior heavyweight champion 
Evander Holyfield knocked down had to stop the fight, giving the 
challenger Henry Tillman four 24-year-old champion a record of 
times on the way to a seventh 14-0, with 10 victories inside the 
round victory. distance. Tillman's records drops 

Holyfield, bronze medallist in to 14-2. 
the light-heavyweight division at Holyfield, who earned 
the 1984 Olympics, sent fellow- $200,0(X), said after the fight: 
American Tillman to the canvas “The plan was to put the jab on 
the first time 15 seconds into the him and wear him down and he 
second round of their scheduled wouldn’t box and then- I'd take 
15-round fight on Saturday. him out. I thought I could take 
Tillman, heavyweight gold' him early. I’m more effective 
medallist in 1984 and fighting at against fighters who come in to 


for the last time one minute and 
43 seconds into the round. 
Under WBA rules the referee 


189 pounds (85.73 kilogram- 
mes), never fully recovered and 
the champion battered him 
almost at will for the rest of the 
fight. 

Holyfield, who weighed 188.5 
pounds (8S.5 kilogrammes), first 
dropped Tillman in the seventh 
with a left-right to the head for a 
count of eight. Another left-right 
to the head seconds later put 
Tillman down for a count of nine. 

A left hook to the head, one of 
the countless Holyfield landed, 
floored the 26-year-old 11110130 


Holyfield's manager, Lou 
Dirva . said the fighter would 
move up to the heavyweight divi- 
rion in about a year. 

Tillman, who received; $50,000 
for the fight, said he had similar 
plans. 

“I should have boxed more, 
but I abandoned ail that. I fi- 
gured... I could muscle him, but 
it worked to my disadvantage and 
to his advantage. I stood too 
much. They (his comer) told me 
to box.” 


Austrian, Italian take 1st 
at Nordic championships 


OBERSTDORF, West Germany 
(AP) — Andreas Felder of Au- 
stria and Marco Albarello of Italy 
earned the first gold medals for 
their countries Sunday at the 
Nordic Ski World Cham- 
pionships. 

Felder took the 90-metre hill 
ski jumping gold medal with 
jumps of 110 metres and 1123 
metres for a total of 216.0 points. 

Norway's Vegard Opaas pick- 
ed up silver with 208.3 points. 
Ernst Vettori of Austria was third 
with 207.0. Yugoslavia's Matjaz 
Zupan grabbed fourth with 206.0 
points. 

Earlier Sunday, Albarello sur- 


priseJ'the field with his besfever 1 
individual finish. He skied 
through a light snow to win the 
15-kilometre cross-country race 
in 43 minutes, 1.8 seconds. 

Thomas Wassberg of Sweeten, 
the 30-taTometre gold medallist 
three days earlier, was second in 
43:08.6. Mikhail Deviatiarov of 
the Soviet Union clinched the 
bronze in 43:09.6, with three 
more Soviet racers in the top 10. 

Albarello, a 26-year-old soldier 
from Courmayeur, won Italy’s 
first medal of these cham- 
pionships. It was only the second 
gold ever for Italy in a world ot 
Olympic Nordic ski event. 


Connors to meet 
Edberg in 
U.S. indoor final 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
Jimmy Connors- used his experi- 
ence to beat Sweden’s young 
Mikael Pemfors 6-7 (6-8), 7-5, 
6-3 to earn a spot opposite top- 
seeded Stefan Edberg in the U.S. 
Indoor tennis championship 
finals. 

The 34-year-old Connors defe- 
ated Pemfors, 23, with a steady 
base line game and a flashy 
assortment of shots at the net 
during the two-hour, 47-minute 
match on Saturday night. 

Edberg was extended to a 
second-set tie-breaker by Brad 
Gilbert, but was in control with 
his serve- and-volley game during 
much of his 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) victory. 

Connors, ranked eighth in the 
world, wil] be after his eighth 
U.S. indoor singles title when be 
meets second-ranked Edberg in 
the noon CST Championship 
match. 

“I’m on a roll,” Connors said. 
‘Tm hitting die ball now as well 
as I've ever hit the ball. I'm 
moving and working and concen- 
trating. I took a layoff and I've 
1 come back ready to play.” 

Edberg, who has lost five of six 
of his previous meetings with 
Connors, said he feels his game is 
much better now. 

“I’m playing more consistently. 
I'm a little bit quicker and. I'm 
playing some of the big points 
harder than last year. It should be 
quite interesting tomorrow,” 
Edberg said. 

Gilbert agreed that Edberg will 
be very tough to beat. 

“He's moving ibetter than I’ve 
ever seen him move and I don’t 
think there’s anyone in the game 
now that has a better first volley 
or overhead,” Gilbert said. 


Pakistan faces 
difficult task 
against India 

CALCUTTA, India (AP) — 
Pakistan, 16 for one at the close 
of the fourth day Sunday, faces 
the stupendous task of rattling up 
339 runs in 267 minutes and 20 
mandatory overs if it is to win the 
second cricket test match against 
India here at Eden Gardens. 

Rameez Raja with seven and 
night watchman Salim Yusef with 
four were at the crease at draw of 
stumps. 

Earlier, India had declared at 
181 for three in their second 

innin g* ... 

With - , star - batsman: .Shoajfcii 
Mohammed 'already in the pavi- 
lion, Pakistan. wi&rfeaveto take 
great care at the crease faring the 
Indian duo of skipper Kapil Dev 
and Roger Binny. 

Pakistan added only 14 runs to 
its overnight score of 215 for 
seven wickets. Its 229 runs, which 
came in 496 minutes off 108.1 
overs, put it 174 runs in arrears in 
reply to India’s 403. 

Though Pakistan could not 
; check the flow of runs when 
Indian openers Krishnamacbari 
Srikkanth and Arun Lai came on 
to begin the second knock, the 
pacemen Imran Khan, Wasira 
Akram and Salim Jaffar were 
able to put pressure on them. 






LACOSTE^ 

LOW PRICES 

On all Lacoste winter clothes 
N.B. We are closed on Fridays 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 
8th Circle - Bayader Wadi Ef-Seer 
Near Abu-Shakra Co. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: JabaJ Amman. Third Circle, opposite Jordan Water 
Authority. 

The bldg, consists of two floors, basement and 1st floor 
totalling 600 square mefes. With big garage, central heating 
and garden. The buikJing is suitable tor embassy residence or 
for commercial companies. 

For more details pis contact tel. nos. 639296 - 622608 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Two storey villa consists of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, guest and dining room, two TV-rooms, and 
one maid's room. With telephone, garden and central 
. heating. 

Located at Ghosheh Street, near Pizza Hut. 

For more details please call 813590, Amman 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Modem setting in office and shopping areas — Shmeisani near 
Professional Syndicate. Three bedrooms, kitchen, living room, 
two bathrooms plus balcony. Telephone line is installed. 
Private entrance. 

Cali: 664655, 662862 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A newly furnished deluxe apartment consisting, of three 
bedrooms, salon, dining zoom, veranda and utilities with 
telephone and all electrical appliances. ■ 

Location: Shmeisani 

Cali: 669205 


FOR RENT IN AMMAN 

Deluxe apartment, third floor, available in the best 
situation, 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. Contains 3 bed- 
rooms, large salon, large dining rooms, 2 balconies, 
large kitchen with telephone and separate central 
heating. 

Please call: 774457 


SPORT S IN BRIEF 

Wimbledon ‘downs Charlton in soccer 

LONDON (AP) — Wimbledon wanned up for next weekend’s 
F.A Cup fifth round tie with favoured Everton by beatim 
Chariton Athletic 2-0 in an English First Division soccer match 
played Sunday. In a dour match, Kevin Gage opened the score 
with a 29th- minute penalty and Nigel Winteiburo added a 
second goal nine minutes from the end. The result did not affect 
the leading platings in_the first division but plunged Charlton 
into greater relegation trouble. 

Soviet runner breaks Coe’s record 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet runner Igor Lotorev set a world 
indoor record for the 1,000 metres on Saturday, clocking 2 
minutes, 18 seconds at the Soviet Winter Cup athletics competi- 
tion, the TASS news agency reported. The previous record, set 
by Sebastian Coe of Britain, was 2.18.58, TASS said. • 


B ulgar ian Donkova sets hurdle mark 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — Bulgaria's Yordanka Donkova has 
run 7.74 seconds to set a world record for women in die 
60-metre hurdles, Bulgaria’s state news agency BTA reported. 
BTA, in a dispatch . received in Vienna on Sunday, said 
Donkova set the new mark Saturday at an indoor track meet in 
the Bulgarian capital of Sofia. BTA said the previous record of 
7.75 seconds belonged to B. Jahn, of East Germany. 


Italian takes new WBC title 


LUCCA, Italy ( AP) — Unbeaten Italian Francesco Damian! of 
Italy captured the newly-established World Boxing Council 
junior heavyweight title by knocking out American Eddie Gregg 
in the first round Saturday night. Damiani, 28, shook Gregg 
with two powerful right hooks and finished him before the 
second minute of the scheduled 12-round bout with a combina- 
tion series. Spanish referee Tony Perez stopped the fight as the 
33-year-old New Yorker was defenceless. 


Skating record broken twice in a day 


HEERENVEEN, Netherlands (AP) — Geir Karlstad of Nor- 
way regained the men’s world speed skating record in the 10,000 
metres at the World Championships Sunday, only minutes after 
Leo Visser of the Netherlands broke it. Karlstad was docked at 
14 minutes. 3.92 seconds, almost eight seconds faster than 
Visser’s 14 minutes, 11.63 seconds. Almost exactly a year ago, 
Karlstad finished the 10,000-metre in 14 minutes 12.14 seconds, 
also a record at the time. 


Norman sets tourney record 


MELBOURNE (R) — World number one Greg Norman, 
playing at his menacing best, stormed to a nine-stroke win and 
his fourth Australian Masters title at Huntingdale Golf Club. 
The British Open champion’s 19-under-par 273 broke the 
-tournament record of I V under set by West German Bernhard 
Longer two years ago. But bogeys at the last two holes for a final 
round of 70 deprived him of a personal best winning margin — - 
1 hiS’ biggest to date is TO shdts. a Queenslanders "filled the first 
three places with Peter Senior firing a last-round two-under-par 
71 to finish 10 under on 282, edging Vaughan Somers by one 
stroke. 

Norwegian wins $40, (KM) ski race 


■ SNOW SUMMIT, California (AP) — Jarie Halsnes of Norway 
defeated bis brother in the finals Saturday to win the giant 
slalom event at the $40,000 Wmterfest professional ski race. 
Haines edged his brother, Jarie, by 346 of a second in the 
second run to win the $5,000 first prize. Jarie had taken the first 
race of the finals by .178 of a second. The sixth event on the 
U.S. pro tour continues Sunday with the finals of the slalom 
race. 


HOUSEMAN WANTED 

Part-time houseman for cleaning, laundry, entertaining 
and errands. 

Caff Robert at 661437 
After 16:00 hours 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 

- style°(8M S JD) S ' 1 Cha ' r ' 4 l0W ,ableS)l contem P° rar y 
“ 1 solid round teak table with 8 chairs (400 JD) 

— 1 wall-unit in teak (500 JD) ' 

Can be seen at 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 
Please contact tel. 676574, between 3 p.m. and 7 

p.m. 


FOLLOWING! REQUIRED FOR 
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT 

1 Administrator/Accouniant 

Applicants should speak and write English and Arabic 
1 Administrative Assistant with valid driving licence 
Applicants should speak Arabic and English. 

persons send C.V. to P.O. Box 3283 Amman 
Jordan for an interview. «mman, 


Cinema 


COHCORS 


Tel: 67742(11 f Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


LEGAL EAGLES 


l\’r1'»rnwrH.v. .(..HI.n.lll.K VI. it- 



BREWSTERS 

MILLIONS 


Performance* M5. fiJ0.lt. Til. Ill Jtl 




DOWN AND 
OUT IN 
BEVERLY 
HILLS 

f ta fan aMi e tt MO.fc13.IIJO. 10J0 


c,nema Tel: 677420 1 

PLAZA 

CALL ME 
TRINITY 

l Pcrttanuanett 3 JO. fcob. 8 JO. 10.JO 



Cjnema TeL 622198 

RAGHADAN 


THE 

SUPERNINJA 
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U.S. government bank 
to upgrade programme 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U S. government’s Export-Im- 
port Bank announced last week it 
will begin competing with govern- 
ment agencies in other industrial 
countries to help the Third World 
maintain and operate develop- 
ment projects. 

Viators to the Third World 
nations often complain of seeing 
expensive equipment unused and 
deteriorating for lack of local 
skills or spare parts. 

The aid will be in the form of a 
guarantee for as much as 85 per 
cent of a loan by a commercial 
bank, which enables die commer- 
cial bank to charge a lower in- 
terest rate. 

The Export-Import Bank will 
offer to lend its own money in 
three situations: When there is 
competition for the job from 
another industrial country, with 
support from its government; 
when the U.S. company is a small 
business, or when the job is to 
start a project for which the bank 
has already lent money. 

Loans will be for no more than 
five years. They wifi cover salar- 
ies and benefits of Americans 
who go abroad to work on such a 
job, their travel on U.S. ships or 
planes, expenses of the contrac- 
tor at the home office and some 
spare parts. 

“Operations and maintenance 
contracts represent a new and 
growing service export field in 
which American engineering 
companies are now competing,” 
said Mr. John Bohn Jr., president 
of the bank. L *Tbe (operations 
and maintenance) market in de- 


veloping countries is estimated at 
SI billion annually and growing.” 
Ms. Ann Frey, a spokeswoman 
at the Export-Import Bank, said 
there was no breakdown of the 
areas where the biggest markets 
would be. She suggested they 
could be found in countries which 
built the most new plants in the 
1970s, and now find, the projects 
not giving the results expected. 

The bank said U.S. contractors 
would bring a project to its full 
potential, leave a permanent sys- 
tem in place and train local peo- 
ple to lake over. 

Trade restrictions hurt 
consumers 
On trade issues, meanwhile. 
Fed eral Trade Commission 
(FTC) Chair man D anie l Oliver 
said that restrictions on foreign 
trade cost Americans $50 billion a 
year. He called on consumer 
advocates to join in an effort to 
reduce trade barriers. 

“The cost of saving jobs 
through import restraints far out- 
weighs the benefits,” Mr. Oliver 
told the annual assembly of the 
Consumer Federation of 
America. 

He said consumer groups 
which support trade barriers in an 
effort to protect American jobs 
are working against consumers, 
and they “can't be both in favour 
of consumers and in favour of 
protectionism.” 

“The FTC’s staff found that, 
for example, in the automobile 
industry i protectionism costs con- 
sumers over $200,000 a year for 
each job saved.” 





from the Carrol! Rlghter Institute 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEB. 18, 1M7 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today finds you able to 
understand situations faring yon, despite a strange plan 
cropping up this morning. Watch for a deceptive condi- 
tion that could sidetrack you. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Today you are able to get 
a new and more progressive awareness. Steer clear of 
a scheeming higher-up. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Confer with a friend 
who has had a good deal of experience in business. Your 
hunches aren't so good tonight. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be more wilting to Baton 
to the advice of an expert. A partner could be confused 
tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Change your 
attitude regarding your philosophy of life and you get 
ahead faster. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) After much thought you find 
a better way to keep preanises. Be happy with yourmate 
tonight. * • - 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 tO'Sept. 22) Listen to the advice of 
a partner. Be careful in handling your communications. 
They could be disappointing. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Buynew items that will 
make your environment mare charming. Take any health 
treatments you may need. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You have fine new ideas 
on how best to get your talents across today. Be more 
careful in motion. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You have a fine 
opportunity to get yonr home affairs as yon would like 
them. Relax after a busy day. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get in touch with 
associates you want to allied with. Enjoy a boost of 
energy from your favorite hobby. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You cannot gain a 
wish today, so concern yourself with business. Find a 
way to increase property valua. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Use good judgment in 
trying to gain an intimate wish. Avoid social activities 
after a busy day. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY - he or sha will 
have every ability to find ways to garner information 
that is difficult to get, so slant the education along in- 
vestigative and research lines. Upon r e a ching maturity 
your progeny will be less opinionated and more coopera- 
tive with others. 


THE Daily Crossword by Donald C. 


ACROSS 
1 Dental tool 
5 Gorge 
10 Ship part 
14 WHd ox 
1$ Highway 
IE Fury 

17 Dam lit 

18 Gravel ridga 

19 VhgMa 
wfflow 

20 Waffle 
Simpson 

22 Early saltier 
24 Time zone 


25 


28 Wfflms — 

29 Unclose to 
pom 

30 Suggestive 
Stances 

33 — Baba 

34 TV’s Andersen 

36 Occult 

37 Go under 
39 Adores or 
- Taylor 

41 Fr. dry 

42 Fncompasa 
44 Troubles 

46 Adottoa to 
a btdfcflng 

47 Genua of 
aquatic barbs 

48 Luau treat 
48 Broadcast 
51 Whh — of 

safi 

S3 — Magnon 
54 Perceive 
56 Teacher's aid 
fiOBbOcal 
prapoeWon 
Si Fa ee wa 
in Lyons 

63 Ota — 

64 Gar. canal 



eiWT ntiM MM Stfukaa. toe. 
AH l*gh«3 Itowl 


2 Two-toed sloth 

3 MIL gp. 

4 Bacon sticc 

5 Peak 

6 "Bonanza” 
character 

7 Diving bM 

8 Treeless 
Piski 

9 Earn 

10 Diana 

11 FCC at times 

12 Cujvsd mokfinfl 

13 Have an 
21 Soontpiter 

Leon 

23 Unctuous 

25 BcBcf 

26 Swiss city 

KYon Munchausen 27 SKkt shape 


YesterdiYVPigzte Srtewfc 


ranran nnraran nnnn 
nranm nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnBiinnranriDnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnann nnrannnnn 
rannnn nrannn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnii 
nnn nnann nnnnn 
□Eonnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnranannnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


66 Cipher 

67 Ratoon tf— 
M - — wair 

n 

09 ROIV|l 

DOWN 

1 WiUBTl pqqi 


to Cfectts emcee 
29 Single 

31 Lunar vaBsy - 

32 Chastise 

35 Port — . CaL 

36 Otter Tonne 
38 Ns* — 


40 Yale student 
43 ttoeornoon 
45 DeM dress 
48 Ancient odtot 
SO Charge atoms 

52 TM. carriage 

53 Bane 

54 BKngton 


55 -Whet's — 
forme?” 

58 Laborer 

57 Scnriarsc to 
one 

58 Mims 

59 Classic care 
62 Anger 


Airbus rolls out A320 


TOULOUSE, France (AP) — In 
an elaborate display of European 
solidarity. Airbus Industrie on 
Saturday unveiled the latest in 
the range of aircraft it hopes will 
help secure a major {dace in the 
world commercial jet market. 

1 The roll-out of die Airbus A- 
320 came against a background of 
acrimonious exchanges between 
the United States and Europe 
over the conditions under which 
the European consortium Oper- 
ates. 

French Premier Jacques Chirac 
said the American decision to 
take its complaints to a trade 
forum rather than impose retalia- 
tory measures was “a step toward 
armistice” instead of a trade war.* 

But he and others reiterated 
previous warnings that any 
aggressive action by the adminis- 
tration of President Ronald 
Reagan to protect die U.S. aero- 
nautical industry would run up 
against a solid European front. 

“We will not afiow political 
agitation to distance us from the 
road to success which we have 
chosen,” said Mr. Franz Josef 
Stranss. president of Bavaria and 
a top Airbus official. 


Britain’s Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana flew in to douse the 
A-320 in a baptism of cham- 
pagne. The 150-seat short-to- 
medium-haul jetliner is expected 
to make its maiden voyage at the 
end of this week and go into 
service in 1988. 

Flanked by four European 
transport ministers, Mr. Chirac 
tola reporters he was encouraged 
that the Reagan administration’s 
economic policy committee de- 
cided to refer the dispute to a 
special committee of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) in Geneva. 

French Foreign Trade Minister 
Michel Noir said the dispute will 
be considered at a special GATT 
committee on aeronautical affairs 
meeting March 2 in Geneva. 

The United States and the four 
European partners in the Airbus 
consortium — France, Britain, 
West Germany and Spain — are 
at loggerheads over U.S. cl aims 
that die Europeans subsidise the 
development costs of the group’s 
tivfl jetliners and are competing 
unfairly with Boeing Co. and 
McDonnel Douglas Corp. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


More Qataris join civil service 

DOHA (OPECNA) — More Qataris are being employed in the 
country’s state departments, with nationals now representing 
46.4 per cent of total civil service staff, the head of the 
government's personnel department. Sheikh Khattab A1 Dafa, 
said here. He told the A1 Arab newspaper that up to September 
last year, 13,652 Qataris held jobs in various state concerns out 
of a total civil service force of 29,401. He pointed out that the 
figures excluded employment statistics in the army, police and 
such establishments as the Qatar General Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, die state monetary agency and the General Hamad 
Hospital. Sheikh A1 Dafa stressed that the present employment 
trend for Qataris in government departments was continuing, 
and that more Qatari women were getting jobs. 

China increases gold production 

PEKING (R) — China’s gold output last year rose by 10.6 per 
cent over 1985 due to a change in policy that allowed private 
mining of the precious metal, the New China News Agency 
reported. The extra gold helped reduce a big trade deficit, the 
agency said. Industry sources conservatively estimate China’s 
gold output at 65 tonnes a year, fourth in the world after South 
Africa, the Soviet Union and Australia. 

Sanyo develops new solar cells 

TOKYO (AP) — Sanyo Electric Co. of Japan said it has 
developed the world’s first translucent amorphous solar cells,' 
which generate electrical power from the sun’s energy while 
letting light pass through too. Sanyo said the new solar cells can 
be used, for instance, in automobile sunroofs to power the car 
radio with solar energy. The new cells also can be used for home 
windows, skylights and outdoor and indoor greenhouses. Sanyo 
Electric is now sounding out prospective users including the 
housing and automobile industries about interest in applying the 
solar cells for. their, products. The cost of . gen erating electrical 
power With -(he new cells is 1.5 times Ihat for donVcStiobaT 
amorphous' solar dells. The hew solar cell is* not being supplied 
to individual users, the company said. 

Bangladesh to build unclear plant 

DHAKA (AP) — Bangladesh plans to build a 300-megawatt 
nuclear power plant north of Dhaka near the river Ganges, 
Energy Minister Anwar Hussain said. He told parliament the 
project has been approved by the government, and that 
negotiations on engineering and technical aspects have began 
with unidentified donor countries and agencies. The project 
would cost an estimated $500 million to $700 million, he said. 
The plant will be buflt in Rooppur I Kushtia district, 334 
kilometres north of Dhaka. India has indicated its willingness to 
use energy produced by such a plant for its power-starved 
eastern state of West Bengal. Two months. ago. Bangladesh- 
commissioned a one-megawatt experimental plant at Savar, 
near Dhaka- No date has been set for construction of the new 
plant. 


Morocco resumes economic planning 


RABAT (R) — Morocco is preparing a new 
five-year plan after a two-year break in economic 
planning forced by financial uncertainty. 


Planning Minister Rachidi 
Ghazouani told a recent cabinet 
meeting the 1988-92 plan would 
aim at four per cent annual 
growth. 

The kingdom's last five-year 
plan ended in 1985 and had no 
immediate successor as Morocco 
struggled with a foreign debt now 
put at around $14 billion, bigger 
than its gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

Four per cent growth is a com- 
promise between the need to 
continue an International Monet- 
ary Fund-inspired stabilisation 
progr amm e and to expand pro- 
duction to create jobs for a 
population of about 24 million 


growing by 2.6 per cent a year. 

The 1981-85 plan sought to 
relaunch the economy and opti- 
mistically forecast 6.5 per cent 
annual growth. But it ran into 
trouble, when still mostly-agri- 
cultural Morocco was hit by pro- 
longed and severe drought. 

The stabilisation programme 
was agreed in 1983 to tackle a 
sharp deterioration of the current, 
account, leading to a reschedul- 
ing of the foreign debt. 

GDP growth was sluggish in 
1983 and 1984 at 2.3 and 2.1 per 
cent. It picked up to 4.3 per cent 
in 1985 after good rains, Finance 
Minister Mohammad Berrada 
told parliament recently. A re- 


cord 1986 cereals crop then 
boosted growth to 6.2 per cent 
last year, according to provisional 
estimates. 

The new five-year plan, under 
discussion in various ministries 
and expected to be realty to go 
before parliament in the autumn, 
will stress regional development, 
agriculture and private enter- 
prise, Mr. Ghazouahi said. 

According to the rather vague 
guidelines made public so far, it 
will also emphasise dose con- 
sultation between the state, the 
public sector, local authorities 
and the private sector. 

“We are trying to draft a plan 
sufficiently flexible to be adapted 
to fluctuating circumstances dur- 
ing its life span,” Mr. Ahmad 
Aland, the plan's deputy direc- 
tor, said. 

King Hassan has defined the 


plan’s priorities as: 

— Modernising the rural world 
and fi ghting the desert. 

— Encouraging small- and 
medium-sized firms and streng- 
thening the private sector. 

— Youth training. 

— Promoting rcgionalisation 
for a well-balanced national de- 
velopment centred on job crea- 
tion. 

Regionalisation appears to be 
the key and the government will 
try to spread economic develop- 
ment more evenly. It is at present 
heavily concentrated on a 120- 
kilometre long strip from Rabat 
to Casablanca, the economic 
capital. 

Successful regional develop- 
ment would slow down the ex- 
odus to the towns which are 
already bunting at the seams. 


World Bank pledges $6b soft loans to Africa 

They generally make loans con- 


NAIROBI (R) — The World 
Bank will channel $6 billion of 
soft loans into Africa over the 
next three years, Mr. Barber 
Conable, the bank’s president 
said last week. 

The commitment would nearly 
double current lending to Africa 
by the bank’s soft-loan affiliate, 
the International Development 
Association (IDA). 

Mr. Conable said half the new 
World Bank money would sup- 
port economic adjustment prog- 
rammes. The rest would fund 
development projects. 

■ Adjustment programmes are 
the usual medicine prescribed by 
Western creditors for ailing Afri- 
can economies in recent years. 


ditiona! on share devaluations, 
greater freedom for private busi- 
ness and higher food prices. 

“The adjustment programmes 
should be designed carefully to 
avoid advene effects on the 
poor, Mr. Conable said. 

Last December, 15 people 
were killed in food riots in Zam- 
bia when the government tried to 
stop subsidising maize prices in 
line with an International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) adjustment prog- 
ramme. The subsidies were sub- 
sequently restored. 

Mr. Conable said the $6 billion 
of new loans for Africa would be 
provided from the eighth capital 
replenishment of the IDA, worth 


some S12.4 billion. 

During the 1986 financial year, 
the IDA provided $1.1 billion in 
soft loans for Africa, while the 
World Bank extended $511 mil- 
lion in credits. 

In Yamoussoukro, die seven 
member nations of the West Afri- 
can franc zone (UMOA) called 
for better loan terms from inter- 
national creditors rather than 
debt rescheduling. 

There finance ministers heard 
Togo’s Komlan Aiipui call perpe- 
tual debt rescheduling an 
“absurdity.” He' urged donors to 
lighten repayment terms and pro- 
vide fresh capital. 

“There is a limi t for reschedul- 
ing a debt beyond which going to 


the Paris Club ( of official credi- 
tor nations) makes no sense,” be 
said. Togo's foreign debt of 
nearly $1 billion has been resche- 
duled five times since 1979. 

Mr. Talata Eugene Dondasse, 
financial resources minister of 
landlocked Burkina Faso, one of 
the world’s poorest countries, 
said his nation’s debt service pay- 
ments this year would reach ab- 
out 20 per cent of forecast re- 
venues. 

The seven nations of UMOA, 
whose CFA franc is pegged to the 
French franc at the rate of 50 
CFA to one French franc, are 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory 
Coast, Mali, Niger, Senegal and 
Togo. 


Corn prices continue downward spiral 


CHICAGO (R) — U.S. com 
futures, which have been spirall- 
ing stubbornly downward, sank 
to their lowest prices in 15 years 
last week as dwindling demand 
weighed on a market straggling 
to deal with record supplies. 

Despite hopes that the sagging 
value of the U.S. dollar would 
boost exports of American farm 
products, com prices have yet to 
display a glimmer of strength. 
Worse still, market analysts see 
little hope for a recovery. 

Corn for delivery in'March fell 
to $1.44 a bushel on the Chicago 
Board of Trade, a price that was 
last seen before the Soviet Union 
began buying U.S. wheat in 1972. 

Basically, analysts say, too 
much corn and too little demand 
are driving prices down. 

* The jQepartment^of Agricul- 
ture said domestic' com stocks 
totalled 10 bflicra bhshels (261.7 
million tonnes) at the end of the 
calendar year, and’ the U.S. ex- 


port market is half what it was at 
the start of die decade. 

Reflecting these dicumstaoce, 
com prices have fallen about 45 
cents a bushel since September. 

“This has been a bloodletting 
•for American fanners,” said Mr. 
Dan Markey, a grain analyst in 
Chicago with Agrianalysis, a 
company that advises formers on 
market strategy. 

Most formers are protected by 
government price support prog- 
rammes, but those have been a 
two-edged sword, said Mr. Dick 
Loewy, a grain analyst in New 
York with Prudential Bache 
Securities. 

Support programmes provide 
badly needed income for formers 
struggling to survive, but they 
create an artificial price floor as 
well, Mr. Loewy said. The arbit- 
rarily high price has been a major 
factor in reducing American ex- 
ports. 

“Support prices over time arti- 


ficially kept prices high, and we 
lost our market share,” Mr. 
Loewy said. 

The Department of Agricul- 
ture projected com exports in the 
1986417 marketing year, which 
began on Sept. 1, will total 1.1 
billion bushels (28-58 million ton- 
nes), down from 1.2 billion (31.52 
million tonnes) the previous year 
and 2.4 billion (61.8 million ton- 
nes) in 1979-80. 

Supplies, meanwhile, are 
building. When the current 
marketing year ends August 31, 
the U.S. wifl have 5.7 billion 
bushels (14529 miffion tonnes) of 
com on hand, enough to meet 
total domestic consumption for 
an entire year, the department 
said. 

“Demand over time has not 
been commensurate with die in- 
crease in supplies," said Mr. 
Loewy. 

Competition for the corn ex- 
port market is fierce. The De- 


partment of Agriculture pro- 
jected South Africa wifl export 
three million tonnes this year, up 
from 2.75 milli on last year. The 
members of die European Com- 
mission will increase com exports 
to 8.2 million tonnes from 8.7 
million, the department said. 

The greater value of European 
currencies has not helped the 
U.S. export market and, said Mr. 
Loewy, competing exporters such 
as Brazil and Ar ge n tina adjust 
their currencies to match dm low- 
er (foliar,, consistently undercut- 
ting the U.S. price. 

Tim extra posh to low price was 
provided by an increase in sales 
by formers, traders said. They 
noted that formers are eager to 
sell corn now because spring 
planting time is approaching and, 
once they begin field work, duty 
will not have time to take their 
com to the market. They also 
need cash to buy seed and ferti- 
liser. 


Turkish Cypriots begin economic programme 


NICOSIA (R) — Interest rates at 
Turkish Cypriot banks doubled 
last week as part of a programme 
to liberalise the economy and 
integrate it with that of Turkey, 
officials said. 

They said die credit rate went 
up to 48 per cent from 24 per cent 
and that on savings to 40 per cent 
from .22 per cent, roughly the 
levels applying in Turkey. 

The measure was called for in a 
protocol signed, in December by 


Mr. Dervis Eroghi, prime minis- 
ter of the breakaway Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus, 
and Turkish Premier Tiirgut 
Dzal. 

The Erogju government has 
also approved a bill to encourage 
investment in tourism — yet to go 
to parliament — and is working 
on a reduction of import duties 
and corporation tax and the intro- 
duction of value added tax, the 
officials said. 


The measures are aimed at 
attracting foreign investment and 
so boosting the economy, which 
relies heavily on aid from Turkey, 
the only country that recognises 
the territory. 

The protocol calls for the Tur- 
kish .lira, used as legal tender in 
North Cyprus, to float freely, 
though no date has been set for 
the move. Rates for the unit, 
which enjoys only limited conver- 
tibility here and in Turkey, are at 


present set by die Turkish central 
-bank. 

The economic programme 
caused the collapse of Mr. Erog- 
lu’s first government last year 
because his leftist coalition part- 
ner objected to the austerity de- 
ments in iL His reformed admi- 
nistration, howeVer, has an < 
seat majority in the 
assembly and appears able to 
push the package through. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




I THINK PREB\RJN6 
A NICE SUPPER 
FOR YOUR (70S IS 
^ A REAL ART' 

nr 




UAL* 







ANP I LOVE BEING A 
PATRON OF THE ARTS! 



HARRis 


CwV'lWCMhiS^Mki. 


Mutt'n’ Jeff 




KiL. i 


‘My doctor says I need strenuous 
exercise. Chewing taffy is 
strenuous exercise!” 


Andy Capp 


HE WON'T BECOMING- , 
HOME AT THIS rWEOF \ 
NIGHT- HE KNOWS 
IHOW/WM^OUIL BE— 


[ HEU. PPESA&ySLlP 
IN AFTER YOU'VE 
IGONEIOWORKIN 
THE MORNING.* • r 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i 0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour orrSnary words. 


PERIT 


[lib 





□ 

HISFY 



mmm 



SNII 

ULF 

v A > 

zc 



NITtVE 


L 




HOW they cele- 
brated THE NEW 

YEAR AT THAT OLE? - 
T 1MB SALOON. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


km. ^TYTXl-rTTYTTYT 

k A A A A A A 


Yesterday's 


■ (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; QUEST DUMPY INFECT FROTHY 

Answer Whet the karate champ tuned restaurant 
owner spedabed in— CHOPS 

















Irish polls could produce cliffhanger 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland’s general election cam- 
paign is heading towards a close finis h with . 
frontrunner Charles Haughey ’s popularity slipping 
away while his two main rivals move closer to 
coalitiop. 

Irish politics in the 1980s has re-elected since 1969. Mr. Fltz- 


Haughey of being ambiguous and 
ambivalent over Northern Ire- 
land, which has emerged as a late 
election issue. 


Anglo-Irish accord 


Northern Ireland. 

It has abandoned its 65-year- 
old policy of abstentionism and 
pledged to take up any seats it 
might win this time. 


been dominated by two shatply 
contrasting characters — abrasive 
self-made millionaire Haughey at 
the head of Fianna Fail and un- 
assuming intellectual Garret Fitz- 
gerald leading Fine Gael. 

Each has been prime minister 
twice. Polling day on Tuesday 
looked like being another head- 
to-head battle until Fianna Fail 
dissident Desmond O'Malley 
emerged at the head of the break- 
away Progressive Democrats as a 
kingmaker out to break the two- 
party mould. 

An opinion poll in the Sunday 
Independent showed how dose 
the contest could be. The opposi- 
tion Hanna Fail party was tipped 
to win 45 per cent. Prime Minis- 
ter Fitzgerald's Fine Gael 30 per 
cent and the Progressive Demo- 
crats 13 per cent. 

No Irish government, has been 


gerald, deeply unpopular for fail- 
ing to revive Ireland's debt-rid- 
den economy, looked doomed 
when be called the election last 
month. 

But he has whittled away Mr. 
Haughey’s commanding opinion 
poll lead and dropped a campaign 
bombshell -on Saturday when he 
called on Fine Gael backers to 
make the Progressive Democrats 
their second choice under Ire- 
land's complex proportional rep- 
resentation system. 

It was the strongest official hint 
so far of a new political alliance in 
Ireland though both he and Mr. 
O'Malley stressed in separate 
statements there was no question 
of a pre-election pact. 

Both agree on the need for 
belt-tightening to combat run- 
away public spending and they 
have also each accused Mr. 


Mr. Fitzgerald's greatest 
achievement during four years in 
office was negotiating the 1985 
Anglo-Irish accord which gave 
Dublin a consultative voice in the 
running of the volatile British 
province, scene of sectarian strife 
between Protestants and Catho- 
lics. 


Forbidden to appear on state 
radio or television under an anti- 
subversives broadcasting ban, 
Sinn Fein has opened its own 
pirate radio station in Dublin to 
broadcast its revolutionary mes- 
sage. Still, its chances of any seats 
are slim. 


Economic issues 


Mr. Haughey has expressed 
constitutional reservations about 
the accord, objecting in principle 
to an Irish government accepting 
British sovereignty over any part 
of this divided island. 


IRA’s chances 


The main theme of the cam- 
paign has been the economy with 
one in five jobless, thousands of 
young people queuing to emi- 
grate to the United States, the 
national debt doubling in four 
years and income tax up to 58 per 
cent. 


Another ingredient in this elec- 
tion has been Sinn Fein, political 
wing of the outlawed Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) which is 
fighting to end British rule in 


Political commentators have 
issued dire warnings about Ire- 
land ending up as Western 
Europe's only Third World na- 
tion with its main export being 
people. 


Deadlock said broken in 
Sri Lankan peace talks 


COLOMBO (AP) — Senior gov- 
ernment sources reported Sunday 
a breakthrough in stalled efforts 
to negotiate an end to four years 
of ethnic strife. 

It also said army operations 
against Tamil insurgents were en- 
ding and a feel blockade against 
the rebel-dominated north was 
likely to be lifted. No date was 
set. 

But Tamil militants in their 
northern stronghold of Jaffna city 
told AP they expected the army 
to launch a major offensive to 
recapture Jaffna. They warned of 
aerial bombardment and beavy 
civilian casualties. 

“What is the point in talking 
when the government is bent on a 
military solution?" asked “Kit- 
tu,” a commander of the Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

(LTTE), the most powerful rebel 
group of the Tamh minority. 

The “Tigers" axe fighting for 
an independent Tamil homeland 
to be called Eelam in the north 
and east, where most Tamils in 
this island nation live. But they 
indicate they would settle for 
sweeping autonomy and the mer- 
ger of the north and east. 

Conflicting reports have fuel- 
led confusion over the political 
situation and efforts to get the 


peace process restarted- India 
withdrew more than two mouths 
ago, saying the Sri Lank a govern- 
ment was not sincere about en- 
ding the conflict, which has 
claimed 5,000 lives in four years. 
* Telephone lines to Jaffna have 
been disconnected and there was 
no way to confirm official reports 
or talk to citizens about the situa- 
tion. 

Reports said that an influential 
Indian journalist was mediating 
between the government and the 
rebels who has headquarters in 
south India. No details were 
available on Sunday. 

Sources, who spoke to AP on 
the condition of anonymity, said 
peace efforts involving the Indian 
government would resume be- 
cause President Junius R. 
Jayewardeue has responded posi- 
tively to several conditions by 
India for its renewed participa- 
tion and its pressure on the Tigers 
to talk. 

India asked Mr. Jayewardene 
to accept Dec. 19 proposals as a 
basis for India-mediated talks 
with Tamil militants, to cease 
military operations against rebels 
in the north and east and to lift a 
feel and economic blockade 
against the northern Jaffna penin- 
sula. 


U.S. aid package for 
Pakistan hits stumbles 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan's $4-billion 
aid package for Pakistan poses a 
dilemma for Congress as mem- 
bers try to balance concerns ab- 
out the country's nuclear prog- 
ramme and drug record against 
its assistance to Afghan rebels. 

“We’re going to take a very 
careful look" at the aid proposals 
“with a view toward determining- 
the extent to which they advance 
basic American interests,” said' 
Representative Stephen J. 
Solan, an opposition Democrat 
and chairman of the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs 
■Subcommittee on Asia. 

A big issue will be reports that 
Pakistan is on the verge of de- 
veloping — or has already de- 
veloped — the capability to ex- 
plode a nuclear bomb. 

Some also are concerned about 
Pakistan’s role as a major source 
of illegal heroin into the United 
States and the country's record 
on human rights. 

At the same time, there is 
strong support in Congress for 
the Afghan guerrillas who have 


used Pakistan as a 
for their seven-year-old battle 
against the Kabul government 
supported by the Soviet Union. 

Moreover, three million 
Afghan refugees have settled in 
Pakistan. 

Congress reportedly has 
approved more than $600 million 
in secret aid to the Afghan rebels 
this fiscal year, according to 
Andrew Eiva of the Federation 
for American -Afghan Action, a 
group which lobbies for Ibe re- 
bels. 

Some observers predict tbe aid 
package for Pakistan with more 
than 100 million people may hit 
roadblocks in Congress. 

“It's not going to be complete 
smooth sailing ... that's fair to 
say,” said a Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee aide who spoke 
on condition he not be identified 
by name. 

“The aid package is in trou- 
ble," added Leonard S. Spector. 
a senior associate at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace who has written about 
Pakistan's nuclear programme. 
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FIND THE FOURTH TRICK 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
♦ AQS 


v Q 10 4 

♦ KQJ 1087 

WEST EAST 

♦963 *K 2 

rj 976 <TQ 1083 

v K J 6 5 3 £872 

42 ♦ A 9 5 3 

SOUTH 

♦ J 10754 
7 AK 43 
v A 0 
464 


The bidding: 



North 

East 

South 

West 

I # 

Pass 

t 4 

Pass 

2* 

Pass 

2 C 

Pass 

3 V 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pans 



Opening lead: Two of * 



Even if for no other reason than 
partnership trust, it is usually cor- 
rect to return partner's suit. How- 
ever. if you can see that doing so 

will hand declarer his contract, 
feel free w branch out. 

North-South reached a fair con- 
tract of four spades. Note that 
South's rebid of two hearts, a new 
suit hv responder, was forcing for 
one round. 

IL was obvious to one and all that 


West's lead of the club deuce was a 
singleton. A careless East would 
win the ace and hasten to give his 
partner a ruff. The defenders 
would now be sure oT three tricks, 
but tiiat is :Ui they would get. With 
the clubs established and trump 
entries to dummy, declarer would 
need no more than a modicum of 
care to make the rest of the tricks. 

Fortunately for the defense. 
East could not only count but also 
was awake. If the defenders were 
to get a fourth trade, it would have 
to come from the diamond suit. On 
the auction, it was likely that West 
had three trumps. Since he held the 
king nf spades behind the ace. East 
realized there was no hurry to give 
his partner a club ruff. 

Instead, he shifted to a diamond 
at trick two. Declarer ruse with the 
ace (as the cards he. it would not 
have helped to duck and later take 
a club discard oh the queen of dia- 
monds), and tried the ace of spades 
and another. In with the king. East 
shifted to a club and West's ruff 
was the setting trick. 

East's defense is worth studying. 
There are many occasions whore 
you can sec that persevering with a 
suit immediately holds no future. 
In that case, cast around for green- 
er pastures. 


U.S. ‘pressuring’ small states 
to maintain ties with Taiwan 


PEKING (R) — Tbe United 
States pressures Panama and 
other ■- nail countries to maintain 
diplomatic relations with Taiwan 
and not China, a member of the 
ruling Revolutionary Democratic 
Party of Panama told reporters 
Sunday. 

Raul Montenegro, a member 
of Panama's legislative assembly, 
said a majority of its members 
favoured establishing relations 
with Peking. 

Panaama is one of only 23 
countries, most of them in 
Central and South America, that 
recognise Taiwan as the sole 
legitimate government of China. 

Mr. Montenegro said he hoped 
the fact that Democrats were now 
in tbe majority-in the U.S. Senate 
would help relieve Panama of this 
pressure and allow his country to 
have relations with Pelting. 

Mr. Montenegro is part of a 
delegation of legislative assembly 
members visiting China, the 
second such visit within seven 


months. 

The delegates have met several 
Chinese leaders, including Presi- 
dent Li Xiannian. 

A Central American diplomat 
said Panama was one of Taiwan's 
most important diplomatic part- 
ners in Central America, with 
substantial private Chinese in- 
vestment there, especially in the 
free trade zone at Colon. 

It is part of China's diplomatic 
offensive against Taiwan to iso- 
late it internationally. In 1985 
Bolivia and Nicaragua both 
switched recognition to Peking 
from Taipei. 

The. nationalist government in 
Taiwan, driven there after defeat 
by the Communist on the main- 
land in 1949, has said repeatedly 
it will not change its 38-year-old 
policy of calling itself the Repub- 
lic of China. 

The United States recognised 
Pelting in 1979 but maintains un- 
official trade and commercial ties 
with Taiwan. 


Bangladesh 
set for 
strikes 


DHAKA (R) — Opposition par- 
ties have called for a nationwide 
six-hoar strike on Monday as 
fundamentalist students launch a 
week of protests because two 
youths died in bomb blasts. 

Opposition leaders Begum 
Khaleda Zta and Sheikh Hasina 
have called foe strike to demand 
the resignation of President Ho*- 
sain Mohammad Ershad. 

“Ershad must go now because 
he has proved himself unworthy 
of the presidency ... by foiling to 
maintain law and order and to 
fulfil people’s aspirations,!' 
Sh eikh Hasina told a rally of her 
Awami League on Sunday. 

Begum Khaleda said: “He 
should bow out as a disgraced 
ruler for he has pushed Bang- 
ladesh to the brink of economic 
collapse, ruined '/politically, the 
system and scuttled efforts to 
restore a flawless democracy.” 

The opposition campaign 
against Mr. Ershad came amid 
angry protests over increased 
transport feres, in. which police 
killed one student and more than 
100 were injured. 

Thousands of passengers were 
stranded when transport owners 
took their vehicles of the roads 
after students and anti-govern- 
ment activists burned nearly 20 
vehicles and damaged more than 
50. 

Two fundamentalist Muslim 
students were killed and nearly 
100 wounded on Saturday in this 
year’s worst political violence. 

Police said two students died 
and 50 were hurt on Saturday 
when petrol bombs were tossed at 
a demonstration being staged by 

the militan t Islamic Oiha tra Shi- 

bir, the student wing of the 
Jamat-e-Islami party, at the 
southern port city of Chittagong. 

Shibir President Syed Abdullah 
Mohammad Taher told a news 
conference Saturday night that 
the bombs were hurled by pro- 
government students and vowed 
to avenge the killings. 

Chittagong remained tense 
overnight and police said author- 
ities had told them to reinforce 
the town to prevent further vio- 
lence. 


Barnala sacks minister 
for supporting priests 


NEW DELHI (R) — Punjab 
Agriculture Minister Harbhajan 
Singh Sandhu was dismissed from 
the state cabinet on Sunday for 
haying complied with an edict of 
Sikh priests by joining a new Sikh 
party opposed to tbe state gov- 
ernment. 

Reports said Governor Sid- 
dhartha Shankar Ray dismissed 
Mr. Sandhu on the advice of 
Chief Minister Suijit Singh Bar- 
nala for joining the unified Akali 
Dal party, dominated by Mr, 
Barnala’s hardline opponents. 

The speaker of the state legisla- 
ture had served a notice on Mr. 1 
Sandhu demanding that he ex- 
plain why he should not also be 
disqualified from that body for 
defecting to another party, 
according to the reports. 

Under an Indian law. 4 mem- 
ber of parliament or a state legisl- 
ature loses hb seat once he de- 
fects to a rival party. 

Embattled Barnala said Satur- 
day most of his supporters in the. 


115 -member state assembly had 
defied an ultimatum from the 
high priests of Sikhdom and were 
backing his bid to stay on in 
power. 

Mr. Barnala, the president of 
the moderate ruling Akali Dal, 
had turned down an ultimatum to 
dissolve his party and join the 
unified Akah DaL 

The five priests, who wield 
spiritual and temporal authority 
over the 18 million Sikhs, excom- 
municated Mr. Barnala on 
Wednesday for defying their 
edict 

Mr. Barnala has denied a state- 
ment by the priests that op to 17 
of his 47 supporters in the Punjab 
legislature fold deserted him in 
response to the edict. 

The 63-year-old chief minister 
told reporters in the state capital, 
Chandigarh, that there had 
been no large scale desertions 
from his party. 

“My government and party are 
intact,” be said. 


Pro-U.S. Centam leaders 

• \ 

meet on new peace drive 


SAN JOSE (R) — Four Central 
American presidents were to 
meet Sunday to discuss a new 
regional peace proposal that di- 
plomats say calls for a truce be- 
tween U.S.-backed Nicaraguan 
contra rebels and the Sandinista 
government. 

"Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega has not been invited to 
join Presidents Oscar Arias of 
Costa Rica, Jose Ascona Hoyo of 
Honduras and Jose Napoleon 
Duarte of El Salvador, all U.S. 
allies, and Guatemalan leader 
Vinido Cerezo, who 
ineutrality. 


The initiative by Mr. Arias 
focuses on solutions for civil strife 
Nicaragua, which the three 


m 


pro-U.S. countries criticise as 
the major source of regional in- 
stability. 

Costa Rica and Honduras have 
refused to talk to Nicaragua until 
it withdraws an International 
Court case accusing them of help- 
ing anti -Sandinista rebels. 


Western diplomats say Nicar- 
agua was also excluded to isolate 
it diplomatically and to form a 
common stand to present to the 
leftist Sandinista government. 
U.S. officials seem pleased by the 
exclusion. 

The plan sidesteps the Con- 
tadora peace process, which has 
been bogged down by squabbling 
between Nicaragua and pro-U.S. 
countries but echoes some of its 
major points. 

It is undear how much support 
the plan will win from either side 
of the Nicaraguan conflict or 
whether the United States would 
back a ceasefire for rebels to 
whom it has just granted $100 
million.. 

Nicaragua has condemned the 
meeting, denouncing U.S. allies 
as “neo-colonialists of the United 
States” who they would not allow 
to “lecture Nicaragua about 
democracy.” 


“It looks bad if they're all three 
but one.” said one U.S. official. 


Top party 
official 
dismissed 
in Ukraine 


MOSCOW (R) — A Communist 
Party official in the Soviet 
Ukraine has been dismissed fol- 
lowing tbe unlawful arrest of a 
reporter who exposed abuses of 
power, Ukrainian party leader 
Vladimir Shcherbitsky said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Shcherbitsky, also a mem- 
ber of the ruling Soviet party 
politburo, said in the party news- 
paper Pravda that Boris Gon- 
charenko, party chief for the 
Voroshilovgrad region, had been 
sacked after “gross violations” of 
the law in the region. 

These included the arrest on 
hooliganism charges of reporter 
Viktor Berkhin in the dty of 
Voroshilovgrad last July. It fol- 
lowed publication of an article in 
which he revealed abuses of pow- 
er by police and local officials, he 
said. 

The dismissal of Mr. Gon- 
charenko, 60, a member of the 
Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee in Moscow, followed the 
sacking last month of A. 
Dicbenko. a senior Ukrainian 
KGB security police officer, for 
his role in Mr. Berkhin's arrest. 

Mr. Goncharenko, Voroshilov- 
grad party chief since December 
1971, had earlier been implicated 
by Pravda in allowing widespread 
corruption. 

Mr. Sbcherbitsky said in a 
front-page article that several 
other officials, including Voroshi- 
lovgrad city party chief O. Kot- 
lyar and R. Zverev, the head of 
the region's dty council, had 
been severely reprimanded, 

Pravda said no action had been 
taken on Mr. Berkhin's arrest for 
than four months. 
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British papers question 
White House competence 


LONDON (AP) — Two London 
weeklies ran front-page stories on 
Sunday casting doubt on the com- 
petence of the White House 
under U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan. 

Tbe conservative Sunday Ex- 
press reported that the president 
wai “losing his grip ... some 
'.#ell-place<i observers in the 
Washington administration be- 
lieve be is unlikely to serve out 
the remaining part of his pres- 
idency.” . 

The liberal Observer said Mr. 
Reagan “is preparing this 
weekend for disastrous news” ab- 
out the aims deal with Iran. 

“The Tower Commission ... is 
now expected to accuse the White 
House of gross incompetence — 
and of a possible cover-up of vital 
information,” said the Observer. 

Mr. Reagan, leaving for a 
weekend at Camp David, Mary- 
land, responded “no” to a 
shouted question on whether 
there had been any cover-up. 


And the New York Times quoted 
an unidentified senior govern- 
ment official as saying the com- 
mission uncovered “quite serious 
discrepancies” in statements by 
administration officials, but that 
they did not amount to a cover- 

lip. 

The commission, beaded by 
former Republican Senior John 
Tower, is a three-member board 
appointed by, Mr. Reagan to 
study the role and operations of 
the National Security Council. It 
was appointed following disclo- 
sures that U.S. arms were sold to 
Iran and that proceeds were di- 
verted to Nicaraguan rebels. The 
Observer said the commissioa in- 
ks report is “certain to be far 
more critical than anyone on the 
White House had expected.” 

The commission is expected to 
issue its report Feb. 26, and 
presidential spokesman Martin 
Fitzwater said the White House 
expects to make the report 
public. 


Raids on Peruvian colleges 
draw protest and condemnation 


LIMA (Agencies) — Opposition 
-and university leaders have con- 
demned government raids on 
three Lima universities that left 
one person dead and several 
wounded. 

Jorge Campos, rector of San 
Marcos, South America's oldest 
university, said the raids earlier 
this week were the most brutal 
carried out against universities 
since 1948, when Peru was ruled 
by a military dictatorship of Presi- 
dent Manuel Ordia. 

He said students would march 
in protest next week. Two buses 
were burned at dusk in a demon- 
stration on Saturday. 

Leaders of left-wing opposition 


parties said the Social Democra- 
tic government of President Alan 
Garda broke the law by failing to 
advise university rectors of the 
pre-dawn raids by 4,000 police. 

A statement by the national 
engineering university, Peru’s 
biggest technical school, said the 
raids threatened Peru’s demo- 
cracy. 

The Garcia government has 
justified the raids because it said 
there was evidence that the uni- 
versities were a haven for Maoist 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining 
Path) guerrillas and leftist Tupac 
Amain Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA). 


Washington probing secret 
contract to support contras 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department is investigating 
allegations that its secret contract 
with a public-relations firm that 
dealt with Nicaraguan rebels may 
have violated laws against federal 
lobbying, a spokesman said 
Saturday. 

The department awarded a 
$276,186 contract to Internation- 
al Business Communications 
(IBC). It initially was marked 
secret but recently was declassi- 
fied. The contract covered the 
budget year beginning Oct. 1, 
1985, and IBC signed another 
$90,000 contract for “media con- 
sulting services" noth the State 
Department on April 1, 1985. 

Sources have told AP the firm 
worked with then-White House 
aide Lt.-Col. Oliver North to 
rally support for giving military 
aid to the contra rebels in Nicar- 
agua. That raises questicrasabout 
whether the activity may have 
breached a 1948 law that pro- 
hibits spending federal money 


“directly or indirectly" to influ- 
ence votes by Congress. 

The State Department’s in- 
spector general was asked to in- 
vestigate the matter, according to 
a statement, adding there would 
be no further co mme nt until the 
conclusion of the probe. 

IBC hosted meetings to plan a 
$l-m0tion pro-contra ad cam- 
paign and provided information 
for the ad production company, 
the Baltimore-based Robert 
Goodman Agency, the firm’s 
Adam Goodman told AP. 

The ad campaign was orga- 
nised by Washington fund-raiser 
Carl “Spitz" Channel, who gov- 
ernment and contra officials have 
said also worked with Lieutenant- 
Colonel North. The officials said 
Col. North, who was a senior aide 
on President Ronald Reagan’s 
National Security Council, also 
met often with the EBCs Richard 
Miller and Francis Gomez to dis- 
cuss public-relations strategies for 
the contras. 


Pretoria reports successful 
test of ship-to-ship missile 


PRETORIA (AP) — The South 
African navy conducted two suc- 
cessful tests of its scorpion ship- 
to-ship missiles last week, de- 
molishing two surface targets 
with direct hits, naval headquar- 
ters said Saturday. • 

The missiles were launched 
over the horizon from Minister- 
dass strike craft and sent up 
two-kilometre-high water col- 
umns when they hit the targets, 
the navy said in a statement. 

“Both targets in feet complete- 
ly disintegrated and sank within 
seconds if said. “Such was 
tbe force of the blast that no 
debris remained in the area.” 
The navy said the tests proved 


the reliability of the strike crafts' 
weapons systems. 

The 62-metre vessels, built in 
Durban and based there and at 
Simonstown near Cape Town, 
have a top speed of over 30 knots 
and carry six Scorpions apiece. 

Each ship carries an average 
seven officers and 40 crew, two 
76-millimetre guns, two 20- mil- 
limetre machine guns and four 
12.7-millimetre machine guns, 
according to the South African 
Press Association (SAPA). 

. At least eight of the vessels 
have been commissioned from 
Durban’s Sandock Austral ship- 
yard between 1977 jnd 1983, 
SAPA said. 


A few countries could strongly affect world environment 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
handful of countries could play a 
significant role in determining the 
condition of the world environ- 
ment, the Worldwatch Institute 
said in its annual study released 
Saturday. 

The private organisation said 
three countries own 48 per cent of 
the earth's tropical forests, which 
are vital to preserve the world's 
ecological balance. At the same 
time, it said three countries are 
responsible for half the fossil 
feels burned. 

For some of the major adjust- 
ments facing humanity, a re- 
latively small number of countries 
hold the key to success,” the 
study said. 

The organisation’s fourth 
annual “State of the World” said 
Brazil, Indonesia and Zaire 
forests could store enough carbon 


to influence tbe “greenhouse 
effect,' 1 tbe warming of the earth 
caused by carbon dioxide and 
other gases from industrial activ- 
ity. Forests are necessary to “re- 
cycle” carbon dioxide into ox- 
ygen, which sustains animal life. 

"Unfortunately, Brazil and In- 
donesia are both pursuing nation- 
al resettlement programmes that 
will reduce the remaining rain 
forest area, and Zaire has shown 
little leadership” in forest man- 
agement, the report said. 

The burning of fossil fads is 
the source of most of the carbon 
dioxide. Woridwatch noted that 
the Soviet Union, China and the 
United States account for half of 
emissions and two-thirds of world 
coal reserves. 

“The energy policies of these 
three countries really loom very 
large in the world's climatic fu- 


ture,” said Edward C. Wolf, one 
of the study's authors. 

Tbe industrial countries are re- 
sponsible for emissions erf chloro- 
fhiorocarbon chemicals that 
threaten the earth’s ozone layer, 
and production curbs “should not 
be unmanageable," the report 
said. 

Major producing countries are 
meeting under the auspices of tbe 
U.N. Environment Programme 
to consider an international 
agreement to ' limit chlorofluoro- 
carbon production. Mr. Wolf said 
that conference appeared to be 
“a step ahead of other confer- 
ences. 

In population growth, foe re- 
port noted, India and China 
accounted for 35 per cent of 
world population increase in 
1986; Nigeria and 

accounte d for. a quarter of 


births in Africa; and Mexico and 
Brazil had more than half of 
Latin American births! 


Many countries are vulnerable 
to environmental, economic and 
social disaster because they can- 
not reduce population growth. 

"The demographic middle 
ground has almost disappeared,” 
said the survey, noting that no 
region of the world is growing at a 
rate between 1.0 per cent and 2.2 
per cent per year. 

Populations in industrialised 
nations are growing at less than 
1.0 per cent In the rest of the 
world, growth rates average 2,5 
per cent per year, ranging from 
23 per cent in South East Asia to 
2.8 per cent in Africa. 

“Many of the countries with 
rapid population growth have de- 
clining incomes, whereas almost 


all those with minimal or zero 
population growth are experienc- 
ing income rises,” (he report said. 

Without new land to plow, 
raising food production by mod- 
em seeds, fertilizers, irrigation 
and equipment is not easy. It 
thus comes as no surprise that per 
capita grain production is declin- 
ing in some 40 developing coun- 
tries. 

“When this happens in an agra- 
rian society, it is usually only a 
matter of time until it translates 
into a decline in per capita in- 
come, and into the need for food 
imports” and growing debt to pay 
for them. 


■ The report notes that these 
conditions can lead to explosive 
social situations when the number 
of poor people grow fester than 
food production.' 



Snakes bring ont 
the animal in humans 


HAMMOND, Louisiana (R) — 
Turtles can expect courteous 
treatment from motorists but 
snakes on the road bad better 
watch out, according to ah Amer- 
ican scientist. David Shepherd, 
biology professor at Southeastern 
y r mkiana University, told repor- 
ters be had placed rubber stakes 
and turtles on highways in a 
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three-year programme to 
motonsts’ reactions. Several driv- 




era stopped to rescue the rubber 
Turtle, the professor said, but 
motorists tried to destroy the 
snakes with everything from shot- 
guns to machettes. One police- 
man swerved his car to run over a 
fake snake on the side of the road 
before reversing to run it over 
again and again. He then stopped 
and was about to shoot the 
snake’s head off before Shepherd 
emerged from nearby' bushes to 
stop him. “Tbe snake has always 
been the bad guy, all tbe way 
back to the Garden of Eden, and 
it doesn't appear that people are 
viewing it any more kindly now,” 
Shephard said. 
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Dying AIDS 
victim weds 


NEW YORK (AP) — A man 
dying of AIDS and his fiancee 
-had their Valentine’s Day wish 
come true Saturday when they 
exchanged marital vows in New 
York City’s famous St Patrick's 
Cathedral. “I don't have words to 
say how I'm feeling,” a tearful 
Maria Hefner said after the cou- 
ple took their religious vows. 
They were married in a civil 
ceremony three years ago. David 
Haftter, 38. appeared pale and 
emaciated as be went through the 
■ceremony. His wife, wearing a 
gold wedding dress with a gold 
bow in her hair, wiped away tears 
after the service before a large 
crowd. The conple kissed for a 
crowd of reporters and camera- 
men before climbing into a 
limousine outside the church and 
leaving. The wedding became a 
controversial issue when Catholic 
Church officials first approved 
then denied the couple's request 
for a wedding in the Manhattan 
cathedral. Hafher. a Protestant, 
described himself as a former 
homosexual! He was diagnosed 
nine months ago as having ac- 
quired immune deficiency syn- 
drome. Mrs. Hefner, 33, is a 
Catholic. She has tested negative 
for die AIDS virus. 


London broom 
cupboard for 
sale at £36,500 


China to market 
anti-hijack gun 
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LONDON (R) — For sale: con- 
verted London broom cupboard 
■overlooking exclusive Harrods 
department store, with radiator 
and folding bed. price: £36,500. 
And prospective' buyers have 
been rolling up in a dty where 
bouse and flat prices have soared 
in recent years and are still spir- 
alling. The sixth-floor studio 
apartment in an exclusive block 
in fashionable Knightsbridge me- 
asures 5V5 feet by 11 feet (1.67 
metres by 3.35 metres). A tiny 
tiled space off the single room 
bouses a toilet, washbasin and 
shower. “It’s not quite big 
enough to swing a cat in — half a 
cat maybe,” said estate agent 
Angus Macmillan. “But price is 
determined by location and con- 
venience and we bave had no 
shortage of people interested.” 
The same money would buy three 
'small houses in the Wolverhamp- 
ton area of the industrial Mid- 
lands and leave a few thousand 
sterling change. 
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PEKING (AP) — — China hat de- 
veloped a lightweight pistol for 
fighting hijackers and terrorists 
which uses special bullets that do' 
not penetrate glass or airplane 
cabin walls, the Xinhua News 
Agency reported Sunday. The 
report said the pistol, which- 
already is being used by China's 
aimed police, has a “powerful 
antipersonai capacity but it will 
cause no damage to aircraft.” It 
quoted Li Weiru, director of the 
China Light Weapons Institute, 
as saying the bullets will stick to’ 
cabin walls and window glass 
a , 0 ^ e '" The weapon 
jwghs 380 grammes, holds six 
bullets, has an effective shooting 
range of 15 metres and is water- 
proof and heat-tolerant, foe re- 
port said. “Li said .the pistol will 
also make a nice gift after gokl- 
piatmg and precious stones and 
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carvings are engraved ■ 
mto the handle," Xinhw^d ■ Of” 


The pistols will be sold on the 
international market, Ii added. 






